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XX AO BTL Ess there's allotted to every Nation, 
D Z in ſo equal a Manner, its peculiar Advantages, 


that by comparing Things with Things, it will 
appear upon Average, each Perſon hath enough 
| wherewith to be content. And as Contentment, 
in its proper Signification, is the greateſt Happineſs under the 
Sun, the Mendicant Frier is, thereby, rendered as grand as 
a Pope. Wherefore, by complaining of Partiality in the 17 
providential Diſtribution of all Things, we are left with. 
out Excuſe. Well, therefore, might the wiſeſt Man ſay, 
God hath made Man upright ; but they have ſought out many 
Inventions. | | | | 
And among the ſundry Favours beſtowed on Great Bri- 
tain, that of having moſt eminent Preachers, & far from be- 
ing eſteemed the leaſt: For fo plentifully doth it abound 
therewith, as ſometimes ſeemingly, almoſt, to overflow 
aſſigned Limits, and flouriſh with ſuch Luxury, as if ready 
to pervert the Order of Providence itſelf. Nevertheleſs, 
rather than to expatiate farther on this Bleſſing, let the pre- 
ſent Inſtances, whereto the Title-Page refers, ſuffice. For, 
One of thoſe worthy Preachers, more clearly to unfold his 
Text, thus ſetteth forth the Context. When the Son of Man 
| ſhall come in his Glory, and all the holy Angels with him, 
*,, then ſhall he fit upon the Throne of his Glory; and before 


him 


* 
| 
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him ſhall be gathered all Nations; and he ſhall ſeparate 


them, one from another, as a Shepherd divideth his Sheep 


from the Goats; and he ſhall ſet the Sheep on his Right Hand, 
but the Goats on his Left. . 

Then ſhall the King ſay to them on his Right Hand, 
Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father! inherit the Kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the Foundation of the World; for I was 
an hungred, and ye gave me Meat: I was thirſty, and ye 
gave me Drink: I was a Stranger, and ye took me in: 
naked, and ye cloathed me: I was ſick, and ye viſited me: 
I was in Prifon, and ye came unto me. EE, 

Then ſhall the Righteous anſwer him, ſaying, Lord! 
when ſaw we thee an hungred, and fed thee ? or thirſty, 
and gave thee Drink? When ſaw we thee a Stranger, and 
took thee in? or naked, and cloathed thee ? or when ſaw 
we thee Sick or in Priſon, and came unto thee ? | 

And the King ſhall anſwer and ſay unto them, Verily I 
ſay unto you, inaſmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto me. 


Then ſhall he alſo ſay unto them on the Left Hand, De- 


part from me, ye curſed ! into everlaſting Fire, prepared for 


the Devil and his Angels : for I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me no Meat: I was thirſty, and ye gave me no Drink: 1 
was a Stranger, and ye took me not in: Naked, and ye 
cloathed me not: Sick, and in Priſon, and ye viſited me not. 

And then ſhall they anſwer him, ſaying, Lord! when ſaw 


we thee an hungred, or athirſt, or a Stranger, or naked, or 


ſick, or in Priſon, and did not miniſter unto thee ? 
Then alſo ſhall he anſwer them, ſaying, Verily I ſay unto 
you, Inaſmuch as you did it not unto one of the leaſt of 


theſe, ye did it not to me. And theſe ſhall go into everlaſt- 


ing Punithment; but the Righteous into Life eternal. 

Afterwards, on every diſtinct Circumſtance contained in 
the foregoing Words, the Reverend Paſtor, firſt of all tun- 
ing the Ears, and gaining the Hearts of his Auditory, by 
that unc:mmon Eloquence and Oratory, wherewith, on 
every Occaſion, he appears plentifully furniſhed, moſt ele- 
gantly expatiates; affecting to deſcribe the whole by ſuch 
"Fropes and Figures, and repreſent every Scene and Part 
thereof in lively Colours, and ſplendid Dreſſes; almoſt ex- 
ceeding the Beauty of Paint, or Language itſelf to expreſs: 


But from whence imported, it needeth not here mentioning. 


This being learnedly attempted to be effected, he, for 
avoiding Prolixity, haſtens to diſcover thoſe who paſs —_— 
: ene 


tel 


the Denorhination of Sheep and Goats, The Sheepz 


ſaith that Divine, my Brethren, are Believers—The Faiths 


ful, thoſe who are endued with that Faith, which work= 


eth by Love That Love which conſiſteth in ſtanding by 
and defending one another from Goats. "They who cam 


unto Chriſt by Faith alone. In ſhort, ſuch as are deſpiſe 


y others, that ſcoff at and deride ſome of you: renderin 
you as a Bye-word, and repreſenting you by Nicknames: 


and all becauſe ye, whatever they think on it, decline 


coming to the Saviour; embracing and being ſaved b 


him, through Works, —The Works, as he obſerved; of a 


broken Law. 55 ; 5 | 
And the Goats, added he, alſo, are theſe your Enemies; 


who therefore ill-treat and abuſe you; they who rely upott 


Works: whoſe Teachers affect to preach up Morality; 
inſtead of that peculiar Faith; which only worketh by 


| loving thoſe who, wiſely, choſe Salvation meerly through 


lieving, without working. | | 
Furthermore, he ſaith : Theſe Goats, my Brethrenz 


| who continually , jumble Works with Faith, diſtinguiſſi 
| you by the opprobrious and equivocal Appellation of En- 


thuſiaſt : However, obſerve their Doom: Theſe ſhall g 
into everlaſting Puniſhment : But the Righteons—the before 
deſcribed Flck—into Life eternal. a 5 

For manifeſting, likewiſe, the Veracity of what is pre- 
miſed, that worthy Preacher, after intimating Time in- 


_ ſufficient for ſaying more, appealeth to thoſe Words in the 


Context; to wit, Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father ! inhe- 
rit the Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundation 
of the World. Whence, he infers, as an irrefrapable 
Proof, that the Works of the Righteous—thoſe harmleſs 


Sheep—avail nothing towards rendering them acceptable 
Members of that Kingdom ; ſeeing that, by the very 


Letter of this Portion of Scripture, it was prepared for 


them before the World exiſted. 


Thus, forſooth, is the Doctrine of Election cleared up | 


And ſo are Works ſtated as coming too late, and conſe- 


quently, not antecedent Preliminaries for obtaining, in à 


ſecondary, or other Senſe, the Favour of God: And that 


the very Goats, or pretended Workers, admit the ſame ; 


when granting that no Man is capable of working out his 


Salvation before he beginneth to exiſt. And, moredvery 


' hinting, That Man, by the moſt authentic Account of 
Creation, was the laſt Being which God made. However 


St: 


T4 _ 
St. Paul faith, we are God's Workmanſhip, created in 


Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works; which God hath before 


ordained that we ſhould walk in them. And doth not this 
explain Predeſtination? and that Election? e 
As for that ſtinking Herd of Goats the Wicked or Re- 
probates the Unbelievers, or ſuch as pretend to work out 
their Salvation thoſe Wrongheads, who inſiſt on ſhewing 
their Faith by Works —in fine, the reſt, not only of this, 
but every other Nation, all and every one, ſave only the 
before mentioned Flock, we are aſſured by the Preacher, 
ſhall be placed on the Left Hand; and that thereupon, the 
King ſhall ſay unto them, Depart, ye Curſed, into ever- 
laſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and hts Angels. 


_ Moreover: That this Sentence ſhall be pronounced, not 
on account of any Works; but becauſe they neglected to 


Snſure Chriſt by this Faith, which only worketh by that 
before deſcribed Love—That ſingular Love, exerciſable 


only by his comparatively little, but choſen Flock—Not 
IE wr ſort of Love extendable to Goats, to Strangers, or 


ayfarers, deſtined only to fall in among Thieves, though 
ſometimes permitted to creep into, and promiſcuouſly feed 
with them, in their peaceable and fruitful Paſtures — 
Among the Sheep: The moſt harmleſs, innocent, and 
gentle, of all other Creatures—and hereby allowed truly 


alledged; when conſidered as flying on all fours, from 


Wolves or from Dogs. But how this Doctrine agrees 
with the Context, is difficult to determine; ſeeing that 


thereby are aſſigned the true Reaſons for Reward and - 


Puniſhment. 


Then alſo their Paſtor obſerves, that everlaſting Fire 
never was prepared for them on the Left Hand; but ſolely 
and expreſsly, for the Devil and his Angels: And that it is 
the proper and wilful Choice of thoſe Goats to deſcend into 


Hell with Devils, by obſtinately forbearing to take the 


Kingdom of Heaven, through this violent and irreſiſtible 
Faith: But contrariwiſe, chuſing to follow the Devil and 
his Operations; and rejecting Chriſt, that willingly would 
have proved their Saviour, for believing him ſo indulgent 
a Benefactor as to admit them ; notwithſtanding they neg- 
lected to perform his Will, in doing Works. 


But doth not the Doctor thereby condemn all ſuch as 


would earn their Wages, molt liberally purchaſed for them, 
at the Price of that precious Blood, which, as St. Paul 
alſo faith, that Great Shepherd ſhed, to make the Sheep 


perfect 
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perfect in every good Work; and to do his Will; worki 
in them that which is well-pleaſing in the Sight of the Got 
of all Peace, who hath brought again from the Dead, this 


our Redeemer? And ſurely God will render to every Man 


according to his Deeds; to them, who, by patient Con- 


tinuance in Well-doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, 


and Immortality, eternal Life: But unto them that are 
contentious, and do not obey the Truth, Indignation and 


that doeth evil. | 

And for the plaineſt Proof that Mankind muſt neither 
be ſaved, rewarded, or puniſhed at the Reſurrection, on 
Account of any Sort of Works whatſoever, this Orator 


| ſets forth the Manner of Chriſt's — to Judgment, 


and paſling Sentence, thus: This righteous Judge, faith he, 
firſt of all, without ſpeaking a Word, ſetteth the Sheep on 
his Right Hand; but the Goats on the Left: which being 
done, nothing remaineth, ſave only for Angels to conduct 
them on the Right Hand unto Heaven; and Devils to drive 
away thoſe on the Left, or the Goats, wy, For 
he afirms that the Words, I was an hungry, 

aſſigned as efficient Cauſes of Reward and Puniſhment; 
but only praiſe-worthy Expreſſions; or, perhaps Accidents 
of that favourite Faith, working the before-mentioned 
Love; diffuſible among them that hold Faith without 
Works. And for all this, we are left, implicitly, to rely 
on the Preacher's Word ; maugre the aforeſaid Context, 
or the written Word of God. | 

He further allo obſerveth, That it is very remarkable 
but why, or how, the Deponent faith not—the Words 
recited as ſpoken unto thoſe on the Left Hand, are nega- 


Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, upon every Soul of Man 


c. are not 


tively expreſſed: A very ſhrewd Innuendo, peculiarly ad- 


apted to the ſagacious Explication of him that dropped it: 
Conſidering withal, that he affirms them no ways under- 


| ſtood for not performing any Sort of Works. 


However, ſeeing that indulgent Paſtor intimated his 


having more of ſuch Fother to ſhake among his Cattle, it 


was expected that againſt his being further diſpoſed, the 


Remarks, touching thoſe Negatives, as well as what is 


otherwiſe to be communicated, would, if poſſible, have 


proved no inconſiderable Addition to that Satisfaction and 


Improvement which every faithful feeding Believer hath 
already conceived. 
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| And, in the interim, it is humbly preſumed, that neither he, 


nor any of his Hearers, will be offended at another, for ſup- 
poſing, that by Works he only meaneth the aboliſhed Works 
and Ceremonies under the Few: Diſpenſation; or at moſt, 
thoſe Antichriſtian Works introduced by a Tribe of Juda- 
Iſing Zealots, circumciſingly appropriating that exploded 
Piſtindion of Roman Catholicks. And ſuppoſing he hath 
in any wiſe erred, or may be apprehended, ſomewhat, to 
Exceed, let it be placed to the Account of ſanguine Zeal 
or an implicit Reliance on a Jeſuitical Prompter : For 
Certainly, it would be overmuch Freedom to infer, or 


inſinuate, that any pious Clergyman of the Church of Eng- | 


land, as by Law eſtabliſhed, ſhould mean good Works: 
That would be putting ſuch an untoward Conſtruction up- 
on innocent Intention, as might almoſt cauſe every Chap- 
ter in the Bible, expreſſive thereof, to fly into one's Face; 


and which, if ſacrilegiouſſy caſtrated, would reduce that 


Holy Volume to a very ſmall Number of Sheets. 
or, what doth it profit, my Brethren! though a Man 
tr ſay he hath Faith, and have not Works? - Can 
aith fave him ? If a Brother or Siſter be naked and deſti- 
tute of daily Food, and one of you faith unto them 
Depart in Peace—Be ye warmed, and be ye filled—not- 
withſtanding ye give them not thoſe Things which be need- 
ful for the Body—what doth it profit? Even fo, Faith 
Without Works is dead : Being alone. Yet a Man may 
ſfay——Fhou haſt Faith, and I have Works: Shew me 


thy Faith without thy Works; and I will ſhew thee my 


Faith by my Works. 


Thou believeſt that there is one God: thou doeſt well : | 
the Devils alſo believe and tremble. But wilt thou know, 


O vain Man! that Faith without Works is dead? Was 


not Abraham juſtified by Works, when he offered Iſaac 


his Son upon the Altar? Seeſt thou how Faith wrought 
with his Works? And how, by Works, Faith was made 
perfect? and the Scripture was fulfilled, which faith— 
Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him for 


Righteouſneſs; and he was called the Friend of God. Ve 
ſee then, how that by Works a Man is juſtified, and not 


py Faith only. | 


Likewiſe alſo, was not Rahab the Harlot juſtified by | 


Works, when ſhe received the Meſſengers, and ſent them 


out another Way? For as the Body without the Spirit is 


dead, ſo Faith without Works is dead alſo. 
| 55 Now 
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Now theſe three foregoing Paragraphs, are the expreſs 
Words of the Apoſtle James; taken from the ſecond 


Chapter of his general Epiſtle to the Chriſtian Churches, 


and who concludeth his firſt Chapter thus: Pure Religion 
before God and the Father is this: To viſit the Fatherleſs 
and Widew in their Afliction, and to keep himſelf unſpottæd 


from the World. And elſewhere it is ſaid, that though 
we have Faith, fo that we could remove Mountains, and 


have not Charity, we are nothing. G4 3 
Let the courteous Reader likewiſe pan, among other 

Paſſages in the New Teftament, the firſt Epiſtle general of 
ohn, and the ſecond Epiſtle general of Peter; the ſecond 
hapter of Paul's Epiſtle to the Galatians, ſixteenth and 


ſeventeenth Verſes; and the fifth, ninth, and ſixteeenth 


Verſes of the ſixth Chapter of the ſame. For we know 
that a Man is not juſtified by the Works of the Law; but 
by the Faith of Jeſus Chriſti. But if, while we ſeek to be 


juſtified by Chri/?, we ourſelves are found Sinners, is there- 


fore Chrift the Miniſter of Sin? God forbid! And let us 
not be weary in Well-doing; for in due Seaſon ſhall we 


reap, if we faint not. And as many as walk according to 


this Rule, Peace be on them, and Mercy, and upon the 
Iſrael of God. | . 
And now abideth Faith, Hope, and Charity, theſe three; 
but the greateſt of theſe is Charity: Not the before defined 
and confined ſheepiſh Charity or Love, but that which is 


moſt elegantly deſcribed by our Oratorical Apoſtle, in his 


fifteenth Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Corinthians; and 
which comprehends that perfect Love covering the Multi- 
tude of Sins: That Charity, which, when the Tongues 
of Men and of Angels, when Prophecies, or Preaching, 
when all Knowledge, Myſteries, Faith, Almſgiving, with 
Martyrdom itſelf, ſhall ceaſe, faileth not; but remains to 
the End of Time, and reigneth with us in Eternity. 

— Wherefore whoſoever runneth may read innumerable- 
Precepts, and manifeſt Intimations, for convincing Gain- 
ſayers: And withal, to demonſtrate, that Faith without 


Works availeth nothing: And that the propereſt Manner 


of ſhewing our Belief in God, is to abound in good Works. 
Therefore let us be ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always abounding 


in the Work of the Lord; foraſmuch as we know our 


Labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
That King alfo, which the very Text, before-mentioned 
to be -vnatiated upon, ſheweth, ſhall come in his Glory 


went about doing Good, leaving us an Example that 
might follow his Steps, expreſsly enjoineth us to work While? 


20 


to Judgment, and ſet the Sheep Res his Right, hes the 


Goats on the Left Hand, and who, when upon Earth, 


it is called To-Day ; becauſe the Night cometh when/no 
Man can work: And, in ſundry Inſtances, affirms that 


no Perſon can be ſaved by his Merits, without doing his 


Will; the which, through the whole Tenor of his Goſpel, 


principally conliſteth in doing good Works; or, in other 


Words, exerciſing moral Vertues, and Evangelic Graces. 
For, remember it is ſaid, we are in Chriſt Jeſus created 
unto good Works, which God hath before ordained, 
that we ſhould walk in them: And that if we keep the 
Commandments of Chriſt, we ſhall abide in his Love. 


That we are his Friends, if we do whatſoever he command- 
eth us: And that it is a faithful ſaying, and conſtantly. 
to be affirmed, that they which have believed in God, be 


careful to maintain good Works, | 
On the other Hand, were we to imagine that ſuch 
Miniſters of God's Word ſhould attempt to inſtruct us, 


That, provided we can but thoroughly perſuade ourſelves 


to believe, that, notwithſtanding we diſregarded what, by 
ſacred Writ, we are recommended to perform, but lived 
in the wilful Commiſſion of what is thereby forbidden, and 
in the like Omiſſion of Duties there intimated, we ſhall, 


becauſe Chriſt died for Sinners, be ſaved ; would not ſuch 


new Doctrine manifeſtly tend towards introducing Mora- 
vianiſin; or at leaſt what, by others, have been called, 


but how properly let every ſober Chriſtian determine, that 


Spawn thereof, Methodiſm 2 But curſed be he that doth 
the Work of the Lord deceitfully, and holdeth the Truth 
in Unrighteouſneſs; doing thoſe things ſecretly that are 


not right, againſt the Lord, and hath not turned unto him 


with his whole Heart, but feignedly. 
However, far be it from us to conceive thus of any Per- 
fon otherwiſe inſtructed, and ſolemnly engaged to teach 
and preach up the very reverſe : For they are directed to 
add to their Faith, Vertue. However, if, while we ſeek 
to be juſtified by Chrift, we are found Sinners, our Faith 
cannot ſave us. They alſo which profeſs to know God, 
but in Works deny him, are abominable. And not- 
withſtanding we are not under the Law, but under 
Grace, ſhall we fin becauſe we are not under the Law, 
but under Grace? God forbid! for to whom we yield our- 
| | Ls ſelveg 
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ſclves Servants to obey, his Servants. we are to whom we 
obey ; whether of Sin unto Death, or of Obediente unto 
Rightobln 88 T 
Vet it is preſumed it may be averred, without Imputation 


of Diſſembling, that were theſe who favour Methodiſm, 


or prattle, as if more was attainable by liſtening to ſuch 
Teachers than hearing, or attending unto, the printed 
Sermons, or oral Diſcourſes, of eminent Divines of any 
other Congregation, ſo to preach, as ingeniouſſy in- 
timated by the great Mr. Weſtley, on opening a' New 
Tabernacle, on Thurſday was fortnight after,” that 
Sermon, little meriting Regard might, perhaps, juſtly 
be advanced in Prejudice thereof : Neither would 
there be any material Occaſion for ſuch Edifices; much 
leſs of Separations, and probably Schiſms; not un- 
likely to prove the unfortunate Event of ſuch Places of 
Reſort: Generally replete with People having itching Ears, 
and turned unto Fables: Ever hearing, and never able to 
come to the Knowledge of the Truth; but turning away 
their Ears heren * 
Let not therefore theſe laſt mentioned People vainly _ 
flatter themſelves as being accounted the. Sheep before 
ſpoken of; becauſe that numerous Aſſembly, to whom the 
Sermon was delivered, principally conſiſted of themſelves. 
Neither Jet others infer that it was really intended for them 
to imagine, that, although they lived as they liſted, their 
Places ſhall be on the Right Hand of the Son of God, 
upon his coming to judge the Quick and the Dead, pro- 
vided they lay hold on him by this myſtical Faith. For 
as the Gentleman did not perfectly complete his Holding- 
forth on that notable Subject, doubtleſs, upon reſuming 
thereof, the real and perfect Nature and Meaning of this, 
hitherto, ill- ſupported Doctrine, would have been more 


accurately illuſtrated; or its Errors retracted. 


Seeing withal that by Scripture the principal Part of our 
Chriſtian Duty appeareth to conſiſt in ſuch Works as there- 
by ſet forth, who can imagine that any one educated in, 
and ordained to maintain Orthodoxy, or ſound Believing, 
if not ſo cautiouſly elected as were the Miniſters under the 
Jewiſh Diſpenſation, when he who had any Blemiſh, was 
Blind, or Lame, or had a flat Noſe, or any thing ſuper- 
fluous; or was Broken Footed, or broken Headed, or crook 
Backed, or a Dwarf, or had a Blemiſh in his Eye; was 
Scurvey, or Scabbed, or had his Stones broken, was not 


permitted 


„ 
+ ney to offer the Bread of his God: That any Goſpel 
iniſter ſhould ever attempt to render his Function 
of little Import ! Not fo valuable as the Living, whereof; 
under that Tenure, he ſtandeth ſeized: And which, by 
obſtinately perſiſting in, and endeavouring to maintain, 
Opinions contrary to ſound Religion, may become for- 
feited. But „5 | „„ 
Who, in the name of Wonder! among all that venerable 
Claſs, would willingly ſubmit himſelf to any ſuch Dilem- 
mas? Hiſtory, as well as vulgar Obſervation, informing 
us, that the moſt eminent Heretics have acted in view of 
perſonal Emolument, and frequently proved Daſtards to 
ſuffering for Conſcience ſake. However, hear what St. 
Paul faith to Titus : A Man that is an Heretic, - the fir/t 
and ſecond Admonition, reject, knowing that he that is ſuch is 
1 ſubverted, and ſinneth, being condemned of Wh Hear alſo 
| wut St. John ſaith ; There is à Sin unto Death; I do not ſay 
ö he _ pray for it. 4 5 
g Do not alſo ſuch People greatly reſemble not only the falſe 
* | Prophets, and wicked Prieſts, among the ancient Fetus, but 
1 the Teſuits alſo, as well as that old Sect of Antinomians, 
| | who, under Pretence of being juſtified by Faith alone, 
quickly proved the moſt immoral Wretches under the Sun? 
But, after doing unſpeakable Miſchief, diſappeared ; like 
their helliſh Author on his vainly tempting the Maker and 
Preſerver of all Things. And | 
As the Hart panteth after the Water-brooks, or Foxes 
covet Grapes, while many Animals of another Tribe are 
iciting to digeſt Simony, ſo was it expected that fa- 
vourite Subject would ere now have been exhauſted: But 
this worthy Paſtor being ſuddenly removed to a remoter 
- Sheepfold, and therefore preſumed to forget his Promiſe, 
another Goſpel! Chapman, having, through the Reprehenſion 
of his Dioceſan, left his divided Congregation to a Brewer 
of what, by the dry and thirſty Part thereof, is eſteemed 
Liquor of Life, Which at Length, growing flat in the 
Caſk, is bottled off and depoſited near certain Balnean 
Waters; there to remain till rendered more potable: That - 
: Curate, likewiſe, in a Hyperbolical Oration, inſtead of a _ 
more edifying Diſcourſe, among other Elogiums on the 
i Occaſion of a good Day's Solemnity, was pleaſed to affirm, 
that had Chriſt given us Heaven, it would have availed 
N without ſuffering alſo and dying for us. How- 
ever, for Reaſons not worthy of being here mentioned, 
| | no 
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no more is now choſen to be ſaid thereof; ſave only, that 
it may be preſumed as a Specimen of further Performances; 
and purpoſely dropped out, for rendering the Flock more 
ſuſceptible of future Potions. But 5 

The other little Dealer in Spirituals, ever ſince the 
aforeſaid Privation, has not ceaſed to harangue the credu- 
lous chaplearian Audience: Roundly preaching up and in- 

culcating this Doctrine of Doctrines, That if we be- 
lieve, Chriſt Jeſus came into the World to fave the greateſt 
of Sinners, and look on ourſelves as ſuch ; as this Preacher 
affirms St. Paul did of himſelf, at the Inftant of his ſaying 
that our Saviour came to ſave Sinners, becauſe of that A ol 
tle's uſing theſe Words, viz. Of whom I am Chief And that 
if, when we thereupon become terrified with unexpreſ- 
ſible Apprehenſions of being at the Brink of Damnation, 
and eternal Torments in Hell-fire, we can but cry out, 
Lord Jeſus ! What ſhall we do to be ſaved ? Nothing re- 
mains to be farther conſidered ; ſave only firmly to pre- 
ſume, that, by Chriſt's meritorious Death and Paſſion, we 
all are become his Sheep; and ſhall infallibly enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven; there to Reign with him to all 
Eternity. And | 

This the ſame Preacher affirmed to be that Redemp- 
tion which God hath wrought for the greateſt Sinner—Re- 
_ demption ! a Word, as he faith, not ſufficiently to be ex- 

preſſed or explained by the Tongues of Men or Angels. 
And that, for effecting thereof, in behalf of ſuch Sinners, 
God exerted all his Power; And whereby, but through 
no other Way, every one cometh unto God : Is converted 
and faved, —But ſeeing God is infinite in all Perfections, is 
not alſo his Power infinite, and conſequently inexhauſtible ? 
And is not final Impenitence the greateſt Sin ? But did 
Chriſt die for ſuch Sinners? Or, in reſemblance of Ma- 
Homes Doctrine, to ſave Belxebub himſelf ? 

Chriſt, we are aſſured, hath performed great and wonder- 
ful Things for us: Perhaps many more than we know of; 
and belike, for other Worlds beſides this. However, let's 
take heed, left, by affecting to diſcover ſuperior Senſe, 
and under Pretence of extolling, we rob him of his Me- 
Tits : Or at leaſt, in ſome Meaſure prevent the happy 
Effects thereof: Neither let us apply Them beyond divine 
Intention. Revelation informeth us, that he merited 
ſufficient Benefits for the Univerſe: And Confutius, 
though but a Heathen, pronounced—and doubtleſs, by 
| | | 1 diving 
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we Impulſc-—that his were the Sufferings of a God: 
Not thoſe of a meer Man. But we are aflured that they 
were of ſuch a Nature as not to raiſe up the fallen Angels. 
For the Apoſtle Paul affirms that he took not on him the 
Nature of Angels. | eo 8 
So far alſo is that Man of Dignity from referring us to 
the Bible, and obſerving the moral Vertues and evangelic 
Graces, or any other Matter therein recommended for 
Faith and Practice, that, contrariwiſe, we are told, all 
ſignify nothing; that ever ſo careful Education, Books, 
Reading, all manner of Ordinances, Prayer, Praiſes, 
and hearing God's Ward preached ; without this Sort 
of Belicf, avail nothing Doctrines diametrically contrary 
to him who ſaith, In every Thing, by Prayer and Suppli- 
catien with Thankſgiving, let your Requeſts be nmade known 
wnto God, As alſo to another who adviſeth us to prove all 
a Things, and hold faſt that which is good And that unleſs 
we have this Evidence in ourſelves, That notwithſtanding 
we be the greateſt of Sinners, we are aſcertained of living 
for ever in Heaven with Chriſt, who did every Thing by 
dying for our Sins, and riſing again for our Juſtification, 
we have no Part in bim: But that if we have this Faith, 
or that inward Feeling, only perceivable by them that 
have it, and no ways elſe to be ſeen, felt, heard or under- 
ſtood, then only are we aſcertained of Salvation; and that 
Sin cannot be imputed unto us: And furthermore, that 
when we are arrived unto this State of Perfection, we 
cannot relapſe.—In Short: Without inſtructing, or en- 
couraging us to exerciſe Chriſtian Duties, he conſtantly 
repreſents them as of little or no Signification. But if this 
ſavoureth not of Moraviani ſin, how little ſhort is it of the 
wildeſt Enthuſiaſm, or a diſtemper'd Brain? And knoweth 
he not that the Unrighteous ſhall never inherit the King- 


dom of God? | 
Nevertheleſs, if we ſay we have no Sin, we deceive our- 
ſelves; and the Truth is not in us: But if we confeſs our 
Sins, God is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, and to 
N cleanſe us from all Iniquity. And if we Sin, we have an 
"I Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Propi- 
tiation for our Sins, and for the Sins of the whole World. 
And hereby we know that we have him, if we keep his 
Commandments. He alſo, that faith he abideth in him, 
ought, himſelf, ſo to walk, as he walked. Many Anti- 
chriſts are come; whereby we know that it is the laſt 
N 5 | s Time. 
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| Time. And if we know that Chriſt is righteous, we 


alſo know that every one that doth Righteouſneſs is born 


of God, | 


And being privately informed that ſome of his Hearers 
were offended at preaching up Faith without Works, 


and never recommending Repentance towards God, as 


well as Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, this ſubtile Diſtin- 
guiſher, after repreſenting many as attending, and belike 
not untruly, to hear, through Curioſity, rather than proper 
Zeal, vouchſafed indeed to infinuate from his privileged 
Roſtrum, That by being ſaved through Faith in Chriſt, wun- 
out Works, might be underſtood the pretended meritorious 
Works, held by thoſe in Communion with the Church of 
Rome; and, as he alſo was pleaſed to inſinuate, by too 
many Proteftants; namely, the interceſſion of Saints in 


Heaven for us upon Earth ; and that of Purgatory. How- 


ever, if theſe two Points, which are all that he aſſigned, 
and truly alledged as tending to depreciate our Saviour's 
Merits, are not Matters of Doctrine, rather than Works, 
let other People determine. | 

We alſo are informed by this ſanguine Orator, that Re- 
pentance is only the Conſequence of Faith: And therefore 
ſuch Believers, as before ſpoken of, cannot fail of abound- 


ing in good Works. How Antiſcriptural this, or any other 


advanced Doctrine appears, is ſubmitted to his Supe- 


riors; and eſpecially to one, who, as before intimated, 


hath given him private Admoniſhment : As alſo to another 
Prelate, having a remarkable Right, with certain great 
Perſonages, of viſiting a Chapel: whereby ſundry 


Abuſes, foreign to the preſent Purpoſe, might likewiſe be 


rectified, But pity it is, that public Charities are ſeldom 
inſpected ; whereby they frequently are miſapplied to pro- 
fane Uſes ; and otherwiſe much abuſed. = 

Don't alſo the Inſtances of the Thief upon the Croſs, 
that of the young Man in the Goſpel, and of Auanias and 


Saphira; of Simon Magus and Julian the Apoſtate, the Con- 


verſion of Cornelius, the Parable of the Labourers in the 


Vineyard, as alſo that of St. Paul; who, of himſelf, in- 


timates that he kept under his Body, and brought it into 


Subjection; leſt that, by any Means, when he had preach- 
ed to others, he himſelf ſhould be a caſt- away, claſh with 
this Doctrine? : - | 


Indeed it is granted, there cannot be any true Religion, 
without Faith : For certainly the Hope of a God is the 
„„ 3 Foundation 
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Foundation of all Religion. However, ſeeing true Relt- 
gion includeth Vertue, Religion cannot be perfect, without 

orks. And is there not as great a Diſparity between 
Faith and Works, as believing any Man poor, and that of 
relieving him ? Shall we perform the one, unleſs we be- 
lieve the other? And if we believe him to be poor, and 
do not relieve him, may not we as well not believe any 
thing about him? Chriſtianity, therefore, is a practical Ob- 


ligation; rather than a ſpeculative Syſtem. | 
And of all the Epiſtles of the Apoſtles, how few con- 


clude without exhorting us to obtain the Benefit of Re- 
demption, by obſerving the Duties therein mentioned, on 
our Part to be performed? How much better would it 
therefore be for the Apoſtle's Succeſſors to preach after the 
like Manner, inftead of inducing the ignorant, and ſuch 
as are willing enough to be ſaved without denying them- 
ſelves, and taking up their Croſs, and following Chriſt, to 
believe nothing needful, on their Part to be performed 
fave only a violent Preſumption of * Rowling upon Chriſt, 


and being ſaved without Works? Thus thoſe Preachers 


rofeſs they know God ; but in Works they deny him : 
Being abominable, diſobedient, and to every good Work 
reprobate. 

Moreover, it is obſerved theſe Teachers wanting Texts 
in Point, for ſupporting their modern Syſtem, foiſt in new 
and quaint Conſtructions upon ſome in the Old Teſtament : 
And by ſtaking down their prieſtly W ord to ratify auda- 
cious Aſſertions, introduce thoſe comfortable Paſſages in 
the New; applicable only to him that overcometh; and 
therefore receives the White Stone, whereon is written 
a Name, which no Man can read but himſelf. Is not 
therefore ſuch Preachment making too bold with Holy 


Writ? And does not the very Term, Overcoming, manifeſtly 


imply that of working out our Salvation with Fear and 


 Trembling ? 


The Prophet after this Manner elegantly uſeth theſe 
Words; When the Sun of Righteouſneſs cometh with Heul- 
ing in his Wings: which figurative Expreflion, of the 
Prophet, by theſe Venders of ſtrange Doctrine, endeavour- 
ing to repreſent Righteouſneſs no more __ Perſon's 


: Duty than Works, after this Manner is conſtrued: To 


wit; Chritt, faith the Preacher, my Brethren! is elſe- 
where called the Son of God; and here, by the Prophet, 
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of Righteouſneſs : Therefore the Sons of Men mult not 
preſume to affect Righteouſneſs, which is the ſolely inhe- 
rent Property of the Son of God. And after this Manne 
are, Words, Figures, Shadows, and Subſtances, by them 
frequently jumbled together ; as in the preſent Inſtance, 
Sun and Son, are miſuſed for ſynonymous Terms, 

And to diſcover his Skill in chuſing and explaining 
Theological Topics, One of them likewiſe for clinching 


his Nail of Faith, without Works, as well as to ſatiate the 
Flock with his all-ſaving Provender, after taking from the 


latter Part of the 4th Verſe of the fifty-ninth Pſalm, theſe 
Words for his Text: Then I reſtored that which I took not. 


Which Words were ever before underſtood as David com- 


plaining of his own Afflictions; not thoſe of another, much 
leſs of Chriſt; the very next Words alſo running thus; 
O God! Thou knoweſt my Fooliſpneſs; and my Faults are not 
hid from thee. — Terms in no Senſe applicable to the Son of 
God.—This modern Expounder, firſt of all affirms the 
Text as expreſſive of our Saviour; and then explains the 
Words as ſignifying the reſtoring of loft and undone Man- 
kind tothe Grace and Favour of God; by the Death and 
Paſſion of our bleſſed Redeemer. 

And, after explaining the Nature of that Grace, and 


expatiating, as much as ever before done, upon his new 
Plan of Doctrine, he concludeth with affirming God infi- 


nitely more glorified by Man's Redemption, than diſho- 
noured by his Sinning : And that all true Believers, name- 
ly, ſuch as believe Chriſt died to ſave the greateſt Sinner, 
muſt infallibly obtain the Benefit of that Redemption; 
without any regard to Works : The Works, as he fondly 
ſaith, of a broken Law. But is not that Law, which is 
always ſo depreciately repreſented by theſe People, the 
Law of God ? Is that Law the more or leſs regardable, be- 

cauſe broken by Men ? or obſerved by too few of us? Is it 
not in as much Force as ever it was? And is it not the 


Raule of our Actions, as well as of our Faith? In ſhort: 


Had theſe or ſuch like Conſiderations been added as prac- 
tical Inferences, inſtead of nothing at all, the Preacher's 


Prayer ſubſequent to that Sermon, Grant O God, that the 


IVords which we have now heard, may bring forth in us the 
Fruit of good Living; had not been here retorted. 

Theſe Orators alſo, affecting to excel the Apoſtles, in 
Encomiums on Redemption, ſeem to miſrepreſent the ſame, 
and its Author; by ever ſpeaking thereof as a meer Acci- 


deny 


7 [#8] 
dent to Adain's Tranſgreſfon : Whereas all orthodox Di- 
vines eſteem it as coeval to Creation itſelf; and which, 
donſidering what God hath been pleaſed to reveal, con- 
cerning his own Attributes, muſt, in the Nature of 
Things, and for avoiding the greateſt Abſurdity, be aſ- 
ſented unto, by every one of common Senſe. Moreover, 
St. Peter, as well as other Apoſtles, aſſures us, that it 
oc before the Foundation of the World. 
And | 5 

Our Redeemer himſelf expreſsly declareth, that not 

"every one that ſays, Lord! Lord ! ſhall enter into the 

Kingdom of Heaven: But he that does the Will of his 
Father which is in Heaven—That we are his Friends, 
provided we do whatſoever he commandeth us. And his 
Apoſtle adviſeth us to be Doers of the Word; not Hearers 
only ; deceiving our own ſelves. Nevertheleſs, theſe 
newly-ſprung-up Doctors affirm their Sort of Belief 
as infallible for Soul-Salvation, as any Perſon's Promiſe = 
to a dying Friend; for taking Care of the ſurviving Or- = 


phan: Which they repreſent as a never-failing Engage- K+ 
ment. And would to God it were ſo! rather than ex- '= 
perienced frequently to prove like a broken Reed. And NF 
theſe are they who miſname themſelves Believers in | 
Chriſt. 3 ö N | 9 
However, notwithſtanding ſuch Liquids are diſtilled, AW 
brewed, and dealt out, whereby too many may become 
intoxicated ; yet Chriſt always had, and, we are aſſured. 
ever will have a ſufficient Number of choſen Paſtors, for 1 
feeding his truly faithful Sheep, and protecting them ' 
againſt ravenous Wolves; even to the End of the World, 
And God will provide us Paſtors, according to our own 1 
Hearts; which ſhall feed us with Underſtanding, and 1 
not handle the Word of God deceitfully; but * "Mn 
feſtation of the Truth, who ſhall preach not themſelves, 1 
but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. | = _ 
And, by the inceflant trumping up this, hitherto, unex- 1 
plicated Species of Faith, - perhaps imperfectly underſtood = 
by them who recommend it—may not one conclude, that, = 
like the Gunpowder Scheme, more is undermining by = 
concealed Traitors, than either known or believed by tze 
Preachers themſelves ? Eſpecially, as the Time for making n | 


grand Exploſions is not hitherto come, which, however, 
it is hoped, will prove more abortive than Gallic Inva- 
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Moreover, it behoves us to avoid being ſnared by follow- 


ing them, who have ſpoken to thruſt us out of the Way 


which the Lord our God commandeth us to walk in: And 

to beware of evil Workers; and not partake with them. 
Likewiſe, thus faith the Lord, Curſed be the Man that 
truſteth in Man; and maketh Fleſh his Arm; and whoſe 


Heart departeth from the Lord: But bleſſed is the Man 


that truſteth in the Lord; and whoſe Hope the Lord 


06-5 | 


Wherefore, let us ſeriouſly conſider: And let us run, 
with Chriſtian Patience, the Race which is ſet before us: 
And let us faithfully look for that bleſſed Hope and the glo- 
rious Appearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us; that he might Redeem 


us from all Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar 


People, zealous of good Works. Let us be of one Mind, 
and one Spirit, ſtriving together for the Faith of the Goſpel, 


and in nothing terrified by our Adverſaries. 


Likewiſe, we ought to give the more earneſt heed to the 
Things which we have heard, leſt at any Time we ſhould 
let them ſlip. For if the Word ſpoken by Angels was 
ſtedfaſt, and every Tranſgreſſion and Diſobedience received 
a juſt Reward, how ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great 


Salvation, which at firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord; 


and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him? God 
alſo bearing them witneſs 'by Signs and Wonders, and 
divers Miracles, and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt; according 


Let us therefore fear, leſt a Promiſe being left of enter- 


ing into his Reſt, any of us ſhall ſeem to come ſhort of it. 


And let us labour to enter into that Reſt, Seeing alſo 
that we have a great High-Pricſt, that is paſſed into the 
Heavens, Jeſus the Son of God, let us hold faſt our Pro- 
feſſion. For though Chriſt was a Son, yet learned he 
Obedience by the Things which he ſuffered : And, being 
made Perfect, he became the Author of eternal Salvation 


to all them that obey him. | 


But it is impoſſible for thoſe who were once enlightened, 


and have taſted the Heavenly Gift, and were made Par- 


takers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted the good Word 


of God, and the Powers of the World to come, if they 
ſhall fall away, to renew them again unto Repentance : 


Seeing they crucify unto themſelves the Son of God afreſh, 
and have put him to open Shame, For if we Sin wilfully, 
| | | | after 
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after we have received the Knowledge of the Truth, there 
remaineth no more Sacrifice for Sins; but a fearful looking 
for of Judgment and fiery Indignation, which ſhall devour 
the Adverſaries. 

He that deſpiſed Muſess Law, died without Mercy: Of 
bow much ſeverer Puniſhment ſhall he be thought worthy, 4 
who hath trodden under Foot the Son of God, and counted 
the Blood of the Covenant, wherewith he was ſanctified, 
an unholy Thing; and hath done Deſpite to the Spirit of 


Grace? 


Seeing therefore we, through wilfully Sinning, may incur 


the Guilt of final Apoſtacy, let us beware of being ſeduced 
by thoſe who teach and preach up abſolute Security of Sal- 
vation for them that have once believed. The Juſt, indeed, 
ſhall live by Faith: But if any Man draw back, God will 
have no Pleaſure in him. And 

Let us hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith, without 
wavering: And let us conſider one another, to provoke un- 
to Love and to good Works, We have need of Patience, 
that, after we have done the Will of God, we may receive 
the Promiſe : For, yet a little while, d he that ſhall 
come will come, and not tarry. And 


Let us lay afide every Weight, and the Sin that doth fo 


eaſily beſet us: And let us run with Patience the Race 
which is ſet before us: Looking unto Jefus, the Author and 


Finiſher of our Faith, who, for the Joy that was ſet before 


him, endured the Crols; and is now ſet down at the Right 


Hand of the Throne of God: Having firſt left us an Exam 


ple that we would follow his Steps. 

By him, therefore, let us offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe to 
God continually; that is, the Fruit of our Lips, giving 
Thanks to his Name. Bur to do Good, and to Commu- 
nicate, let us not forget: For with ſuch Sacrifices God is 
well pleaſed. 


And the God of Peace, which brought again from the 


Dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, 


through the Blaod of the everlaſting Covenant, make us 


perfect in every good Work, to do his Will; working in us 
that which is well pleaſing in his Sight, through Jeſus 

Chriſt! To whom be Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
Doubtleſs that Religion of the aforementioned Church 
of England is the beſt and pureſt in the World: Being 
what the Son of Almighty God revealed, that which his 
Apoltles planted and contirmed by Miracles, and what 
2 the 
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the noble Army of Martyrs ſealed with their Blood. All 
Heterodox Doctrines and ſuperſtitious Practices, thereto 
afterwards added by the infallibly idolatrous, and therefore 
fuperſtitious, Antichriſtian, and fallible Church of Rome, are 
likewiſe retrenched therefrom. Let us therefore contend 
earneſtly for that Faith which was once delivered unto the 
Saints, fb | SL 
And upon the plain Square of Scripture and Reaſon, 
as well as the Practices of the firſt and perfecteſt Ages of 
Chriſtianity, this our Religion ſtandeth fully juſtified Far 
be it from us therefore to apprehend, that ſuch Divines as 
before intimated, or many of them, can, knowingly, be- 
come ſuſceptible of borrowing from any Quarter; or other- 
wiſe imbibing or cheriſhing, much leſs wilfully propagating 
ſuch pernicious Doctrines, Opinions, and Practices, as are 
5 not only repugnant thereto, but even, if poſſible, deſtruc- 
3 tive of Chriſtianity itſelf. . | . 
5 Nevertheleſs, we are aſſured, by woful Experience, that 
People are very fond and tenacious of Opinions; unwill- 


2 
9 ing to alter even a falſe Religion: Hath any Nation changed 
1 their Gods, which are yet no Gods? But ſhall a Man 5 
mamake Gods to himſelf, which are no Gods? And how near 
1 to impoſſible is it entirely to extirpate Arianiſm, Socinian- 
1 iſm, and other Hereſies, which, from the early down to 
Z* the latter Ages of Chriftianity, have, by its ambitious Ad- 
37 verſaries, been induſtriouſly introduced : And: wherewith 


our holy Church hath grievouſly been infeſted? Theſe 
Satanical Devices having cauſed more Cruelties and Blood- 
ſhed, than Chriſtendom hath hitherto ſuſtained, through all 
other pretended Reformations and Methodiſing whatſoever: 
But Woe unto them that take away the Key of Knowledge: 
1 That enter in not themſelves; and them that were entered 
By they hinder. | | 


1 Moreover, all thoſe religious Grimaces appear Oh 
3 ſhocking to mention ! artfully cultivated by Men of great 
= Learning, greater Pride, and greateſt Ambition and Cove- 
RM touſneſs; Mercenary Wretches ; who, by the pious nurſ- 
ing Fathers, and nurſing Mothers, of this Church, were 
1 ſolemnly recommended and choſen as Perſons proper to 
"oF be conſecrated ; not only for preventing ſuch Innovations, 
4 but in ſupport of its Purity in Doctrine and Practice: 
+ And to preſerve its Vail from being rent, through any 
I Lich Fnormities, or other ſchiſmatical Fanaticiſms what- 
9 | | 5 ſoever: 


tel ©: 
ſoever: But who ſought after, aſpired unto, and obtained 
Preferment, only for filthy Lucre Sake. And Oh! that 


there were not ſuch like Proſtitutes now reſiding in Great 
Britain! | | 


Is it not alſo to be dreaded, that if, in our preſent State 


of Probation, we ſhould abſolutely rely upon this contro- 
vertible kind of Faith, our Condition may happen ſome- 
what to reſemble that of the unprofitable and wicked Ser- 
vant, who ſecreted the Talent in his Napkin? 

It is obſervable indeed that our Saviour, who, however, 
bath promiſed to be with his Church always, even unte 
the End of the World, elected twelve Apoſtles, as Guar- 


dians thereof: Howbeit one of them turned out a very 
Devil. And better would it be, provided no more Judas 


Tſeariots than one were to be found within the Pale of our 


hurch: Who, for bringing in damnable Doctrines, miſ- 


repreſent Faith in Chriſt; betray and crucify him afreſh 
with hypocritical Kiſſes: And ſcruple not promoting damn- 


able Hereſies; but, through Covetouſneſs, with feigned 


Words, make Merchandiſe of Souls. | 
et certainly there is greater Reaſon for being tenacious 
of the Truth, and holding faſt what is good, than to em- 
brace Doctrines and Opinions diametrically repugnant 
thereto: Seeing likewiſe it is ſaid, that in the latter Times 
ſome ſhall depart from the Faith; giving heed to ſeducing 
Spirits, and Doctrines of Devils; ſpeaking Lies in Hypo- 


criſy, and having their Conſcience ſeared with a hot 


Tron. | | 
And is it not becauſe they may deliver what proceeds 
from the Pulpit with greater Oratory and more theatrical 
Deportment, that the Liturgy is ſlabbered over, after 
ſo ſupine, languid, uneloquent, fainty, ſtupid, and dead 
* as thoſe Mercurial Conctonators are very apt to 
affect? | 


If alſo more of our Clergy, after learning properly to 


pronounce their Mother Tongue, would enure themſelves 
to read and conſult the Divine Oracles ; inſtead of Law- 
Books, Novels, and Plays; Sermons might better be 
compoſed, and more agreeably delivered from the Pulpit: 
the Liturgy more correctly handled : and fewer Litiga- 
tions ſubſiſt between them and their Pariſhioners: Did they 
hkewiſe more frequently viſit their poor Neighhours, and 

oftener feaſt with them at the Lord's Table; inſtead of 


wandering, 
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wandering about to fare ſumptuouſly at the rich Man's, 


and ſpending Time at Court, and other Places of public . 
Reſort, fewer Diveſes might lift up their Eyes in Hell; and 


more Lazaruſes reſt in braham's Boſom : Neither would 
the odious Appellation of Trifram Shandy been ſounded in 
our Ears. For what renders any Parſon more deſpicable 


| than miſapplied Wit? 


Moreover, it is ardently to be wiſhed that it were as eaſy 
to juſtify our Lives and Converſations as this our Religion: 
In Compariſon of the Rules of that ſacred Profeſſion, 
wherefrom we have greatly ſwerved, 

Let every one of us therefore ſeriouſly conſider and lay 
this to Heart. For, by that Profeſſion into which we en- 


tered, by Baptiſm, and wherein we are, or certainly ſhould 


be Confirmed, we are inſtructed to deny all Ungodlineſs 
and Worldly Luſts; to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and god- 


ly, in this preſent World: And to work out our Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling. In doing whereof the Emiſſa- 


ries of Satan may ſometimes Let, and a little hinder us, 
However, let us be Examples of Believers in Word, in Con- 
verſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity : For 
the End of the Commandment is Charity, out of a pure 
Heart, and of a good Conſcience ; and of Faith unfeigned : 


From which ſome having ſwerved, underſtand not neither 


what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. 
However, there is, and always will be, while the Sun and 

Moon endure, a dernier Reſort ;— Thoſe royal Nurſes be- 

fore ſpoken of; They can enact and invigorate wholſome 


Laws, oblige Biſhops to viſit their reſpective Dioceſes; 


and exert all lawful Authority ; by Suſpending, Depriving, 
or othewiſe Cenſuring, and Chaſtiſing Wolves in Sheep's 
Cloathing ; as well as the Goats : And never was Great 
Britain ſo Happy as now, in a King, Born and Bred in 
her own Meridian; and conſequently her moſt natural 

Furthermore ; Theſe Nurſes are endued with that Power 
from above, proceeding only from the Father of Lights, 
to Convene upon every Occaſion, a well regulated Convo- 
cation; experienced as needful, on ſundry Accounts, ſome- 
times to exiſt, for well ordering the Church Militant here 


upon Earth, as for the Forces of our Hritiſb Monarch 


whom God long preſerve unto us Ito be governed by 
thoſe Worthies wherewith this Nation is at length become 
| D's: Bleſſed: 
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= Bleſſed : But in 2 ſo much as a Prince able and will- 
ing to effect every laudable End of Government both in 

Church and State. 

And would it not even be deemed unconſtitutional to in- 
ſinuate the Inutility of ſuch Convocations, conſiſting of 
Arch-Biſhops, and other Biſhops, and called the upper 
Houſe; as alſo Repreſentatives of the inferior Clergy, paſ- 
ſing under the Appellation of the lower Houſe; with the 
King at their Head; for conducting Eccleſiaſtical; as well 

as a Parliament compoſed of King, Lords, and Commons; 
for better adjuſting civil Government? Is it not likewiſe ſaid, 
let all Things be done decently and in Order? And queſti- 
oned how he, that knoweth not now to Rulehis own Houſe, 
ſhall take Care of the Church of Chriſt ? Is not alſo Church 
Government thereby implied ? And : 

Could it be imagined that more of our Cs, furniſhed 
with a competent Stock of Learning, Pride, Ambition, 


and Covetouſneſs, ſhould hereafter take it into their Heads 


to commence Patrons of new Hereſies or Schiſms, and 


countenance thoſe modern Doctrines and Vagaries, pre- 


ſumed to be Brooded, and already brought to ſurpriſing 
Maturity, among ignorant and fanatical Creatures, as 
well as other ſome of immoral and diſſolute Lives and Con- 
verſations Among a Tribe of Worldlings, only inſtruc- 
ted to believe they may ſafely travel to Heaven, with their 
wilſul and unrepented Sins upon their Shoulders—In 
Short: That if they ſtedfaſtly believe Chriſt died for them, 
they cannot Sin- Doctrines of a Set of Colegiates, excel- 
ling, if poſſible, thoſe of Devils Impoſtors now intent on 
deſtroying Proteſtantiſm, at the Expence of Chriſtianity— 
And which therefore mutt, like thoſe unparallel'd Treaſons, 
in other Kingdoms, by them lately perpetrated, againſt 
their beſt and moſt affectionate Friends, who almoſt doated 
on them; and for which Enormities, they will, if not 
totally aboliſhed, ſeverely ſmart Their Devices, it is here- 
by affirmed, muſt either prove Abortive, or ſuch Calami- 


ties may therefrom enſue, falling but little ſhort of what 


have been experienced in Days of Yore. And ſuch Evils, 
if too much diſregarded, may require ſevere Laws; if not 
military Efforts, effectually to ſuppreſs them. 

And are nat theſe the Deceivers before ſpoken of, as co- 
ming among us in the latter Times? Hath it not been alſo 
their principal Imployment, ever ſince the happy Reforma- 
nion, to invent Schiſms, and Diviſions among Proteſtants | ? 


But 
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But is not that Prophecy ſpoken of by the Apoſtle Pau! 
touching Antichriſt, that wicked one, and that Man of Sin, 
whom the Lord ſhall conſume with the Spirit of his Mouth, 
and ſhall deſtroy by the Brightneſs of his coming, now about 
to be fulfilled? | | | | 
If likewiſe any one is diſpoſed to conſider the Analogy 
betweeen ancient Feruſalem and modern Rome, an Eye 
may be turned to the ſixteenth Chapter of Ezekiel: which 
Denunciations therein found, may alſo ſerve to deter us 
Proteſtants: For, unleſs we repent, by turning from our 
wicked Ways, and amending our own Miſdoings, we may 
all likewiſe periſh. | | 0 
However, it is humbly referred to more able Judgments, 
for determining whether, according to the preſent Situation 


of Matters, Prevention be not preferable to Remedy? For 7 
when fanatical Enthuſiaſts, debauched by heretical Im- 
E poſtors, and conducted by Machiavellian and Oliverian Po- 
= . liticians, aſſuming the Faculty of teaching to believe every 
KB Thing lawful which ſerveth their Purpoſe, and of ſecuring 
Lo to their Diſciples and Followers the Poſſeſſion of Heaven, 
= for blindly atchieving their helliſh Devices, what Enter- 

_ priſes will be imagined too dangerous or difficult for delud 

9 WMretches to embark in or ſurmount ? Es, 
'F And that the preſent Times abound with caſuiſtical 
3X Doctors, rebellious Leaders, and Deluders of the People, 
# and ever intent on inculcating ſuch Tenets, as well as, 
E upon every Occaſion, putting Darkneſs for Light, and 
"IE Light for Darkneſs, calling Evil Good, and Good Evil, 
& | and every Way anſwering the Character hereby given them, 
> not only Scripture Prophecy, and vulgar Obſervation, but, 
| B withal, a Treatiſe, intituled, Monita Secreta Soctetatis Feſu; 


and another, intituled, The Life of Monſieur Paſchal, with 
the Letters relating to that Legion of incarnate Devils, 


: mendaciouſly and blaſphemouſly aſſuming the Denomina- 
5 tion of eſurts, both which are lately tranſlated into Engliſh; 
E plainly evinceth. : | 

1 However, that Woe, long ſince denounced againſt ſuch 
I Deceivers—thoſe reverend Fathers in Satan—by one of the 


* inſpired Prophets, ſeemeth now ready to fall upon them: 
And theſe Treatiſes are the trueſt Pictures of their ſubtile 
Hearts. Render therefore unto them a Recompenſe, O 
-Þ Lord, according to the Work of their Hand! Give them 
1 Sorrow of Heart, thy Curſe upon them! Perſecute and 
. deſtroy them in Anger from under the Heavens of the Lord! 


For 


[26] 

For now theſe crafty Impoſtors, ploughing with our own 
Aſſes, impiouſly endeavour to diſconcert Proteſtants, for 
expoſing their pretended meritorious Superſtitions; by 
cauſing ſome of our Preachers to decry all manner of Works: 


Yet theſe Sort of Wretches ſtile themſclves aiter the Name 


of the Holy Jeſus. . 

There are alſo, in ſundry Places of Reſort within this 
Kingdom, Roman Miſſionaries, paſſing under the Sanction 
of Popiſh Biſhops, whereof one is appointed for every Eng- 


ti Dioceſe; to the Shame of our own Prelates. And who 


periodically, but privately, make ther reſpective Viſitations 
through the whole Kingdom: As allo Prieſts, officiating 
in Chapels: And to which Places young Monks, Friars, 


and other Impoſtors, are likewiſe ſent, ſlyly to wriggle into 


private Families, as Valets Alamode, and menial Servants 
in any other Capacity: Whereby to acquire the ſpecial 
Confidence of their deceived Maſters. By means whereof 
the Enemy wanteth not daily Opportunities of ſowin 

Tares among Wheat. And thereby, and through this 
new Method of Preaching, - without pointing out other 
lamentable Grievances, —and therefore, to paſs over the 
fooliſh and diſaffected Suggeſtions, daily proceeding out 
of the Mouths of the remarkably Ignorant, as well as 
ſcandalouſly Infolent and Profane—the Commonalty are 
become egregiouſly miſinformed ; Idle, Rude, Licentious 
and Unmannerly: And, withal, a certain Body of circum- 


ſcribed M—trates, with others of a more enlarged Juriſ- 


diction, in many Inſtances, appearing rather inclined to 


ſcreen Delinquents, than reclaim ſuch Offenders by proper 
Diſcipline, or legal, though moderate Severity. 


Thus the very Abjects are become Triumphant in Li- 


bertiniſm: Much alſo is it to be Jamented, that any inland 


Town, repleniſhed with very elegant Buildings, and where- 
to the moſt polite People periodically reſort, for enjoying 


many delirable and recommendable, as well as agreeable, 


ſalubrious, and benehcial Diverſions and Amuſements, 


ſhould be filled with ignorant and abandoned Wretches, 


not to be equall'd in any European Clan, 
Neither are there wanting fome populous Places, where, 


upon many public Occaſtons, outward Signs of Loyalty 


are exhibited, according to the Inhabitants Taſte z whilit 


the very Dregs of ſeveral Appendages to Great Britain, 


invidiouſly entertaining diſcontented Sentiments of being 
| Provincials 
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[27] 3 
of being Provincials thereof, not only, like ftiff-necked 
Hebrews, defire a P—— ce of their own chuſing; but, 


withal, through being Licenſed to keep Tipling Houſes, 


the common Nurſeries of Debauchery, and whereto the 
meaneſt of People, without including too many Frenchi- 
fied Engliſh, reſait, Difloyalty itſelf is there imbibed: And 
even in, and about ſome of thoſe Towns, an open Maſs- 
Houſe continually connived at. The evil Effects of all 
which, not only Hourly appear; but, in Times, not long 
ſince paſt, have already been experienced: Though, by 
feaſonable and prudential Conduct, happily Suppreffed: 
And ſo long as theſe: Things continue, who is uncapable 
of accounting for Nonſenſe and Diſaffection prevailing: 
among us? And Re WRIT 
So, in ſundry Reſpects, we rather are Scandalized than 


| Reformed: But whether poiſonous Weeds ſhall continually 
ſpring up among us, or be gathered together, and thrown: 


out of the Fields and Incloſures of this famous Iflahd, is 
likewiſe moſt humbly ſubmitted to the timely Conſideration 
of the higher Powers. | 144 0? 
And now, leſt it ſhould be objected that any People are 
miſrepreſented as, or by being compared to, Antinomians, 


Moravians, Methodiſts, Enthuhaſts, Wolves in Sheep's 


Cloathing, Jugglers, Pedlers in, and Huckſters of Divinity, 
Infidels, Heretics, and Schiſmatics, or for favouring, and 
diſcanting, upon what they themſelves do not underſtand : 
But, contrariwiſe, ſhould they inſiſt on being as much for 
ſhewing forth Faith by Works as other Chriſtians, and 
{hould they appeal to their Sermons and Diſcourſes for the 
Veracity of their Aſſertions, let it, rather than to decline 


joining Iſſue, be ſuppoſed; but not 8 For 


May not it aſked— And is the Caſe really fo? Why 
then, for the Sake of Truth; don't theſe People fuffer 
their Light ſo to ſhine forth before other Men, that they 
may behold their good Works, and glorify our Father 
which is in Heaven? And wherefore are their Sermons 
conſtantly publiſhed as before repreſented? And unde: 
pretence of guarding againſt one, why muſt People run 
into another Extreme? Why muſt Repentance from Dead, 
and abounding in good Works, be ſeparated from Faith, 
lixe Goats from. the Sheep? Wherefore are all ſuch 2s 


would preach on Morality in general, as refined by the 
Goſpel, as well as upon practical Divinity, excluſive of 


Faith 


[ 28 ] 


Faith without Works, never admitted to officiate within 


ſome Churches and Chapels, whereof-certain now dignified 
Parſons are the preſent Incumbents? And which, to the 


Scandal and Diſguſt of ſerious Proteſtants, who uſually re- 


forted thereto, are generally devoid of any Preacher, ſave 
only thoſe before complained of? And, upon a Day of 
Humiliation, appointed by Authority, how happens it that 
the Audience is almoſt lulled to Sleep, with a Diſcourſe, 


Far ſhort of what, by former Experience, the Teacher is 


well known capable to deliver? Which Way, therefore, 
muſt the Spirit go from him, if not through Fafting from 
his favourite Preachment? In ſhort: Fo whom are they 
beholden for that remarkable Oratory, which never ap- 
peared in their former Sermons; nor is to be found in any 
other Diſcourſe ? | | 
But, for proving the Veracity of what is before charged, 
whoſoever have been preſent at, or privy to Hearing any 
ſuch Publications, as before mentioned, are hereby called 
upon; not only as Evidences, but Triers alſo, and Judges; 
to pronounce Sentence. And if, upon mature Delibera- 
tion,' a Verdict ſhall be given for the Defendants, then it 
1s granted that they are real Believers; if not the Faithful 


before ſpoken of: And that the Editor hereof ſtandeth 


Nonſuited: Deſerving to be numbered with Goats, or, at 
leaſt, to be called a ſcabby Sheep, N 


p ; ' 


On the contrary: Should it appear, that, among all 
which, inceſſantly, is advanced on Believing, nothing, or 
no more is ever mentioned concerning Works, than what 


ſeemeth ſometimes artfully to be flipped in, by a few gene- 
ra] Terms, ſcarcely perceivable or poflible to be obſerved 
by any Hearer; who, through the previous Harangues 
upon Faith without Works, are overmuch prepoſſeſſed 
with the afore- charged Deluſions; Then let the Umpires 
determine whether moſt of, if not all the Articles, in this 
Proceſs, be not fully juſtified. | OS | 


But in any Event, how will theſe preaching Gentry ſalve 


their conniving at and encouraging others, indued with no 


Qualification; ſave only great Retention, Vociferation, 


and Impudence, in wandering about, and buzzing into 
iGhing K 

as ignorant Journeymen, ſuch Doctrines, Opinions, Me- 
thodiſms, and Practices, which if known to that learned 
Gentleman, before allowed te merit no inconſiderable 


Regard, 


ars, and weak Heads; and, withal, propagating, 
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Regard, might probably induce him to paſs upon them 
the formal Sentence of Excommunication ? All which, 
were he taken away, might, as in fimilar Inſtances, break 
out to the Deſtruction of both Church and State. It is alſo 
. obſervable that one of their Leaders, for ſhewing what Uſe 
he may be to either, hath —_— vainly boaſted of his 


Ability to bring into the Field of Battle twenty thouſand 
of his Followers. And it is reported their Banner is a Je- 
ſuit, with theſe Words over his Head,— In hoc ſigno vinces. 
And do not ſuch Practices vaſtly reſemble Feroboam, the 
ſon of Nebat; who made of the loweſt of the People, a 
ſort of Prieſts? How prophetically, there fore, did Saint 
Paul, in his departing Speech to the Elders of the Church 
of Miletus, inform them, that of their own ſelves, ſhould 
Men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe Things, to draw away Diſci- 


_ ples after them? And he likewiſe thus added, 7 &:ow that 


grievous Wolves ſhall enter in among you; not ſparing the Flock. 
And on the before-mentioned Privation, might it not be 
ſuppoſed to prove as difficult to extirpate ſuch a Herd of 
Animals, as formerly it was to clear our Country from the 
wild Beaſts wherewith it then abounded ? | 

| Yet how dare any finite Being, who, at the beſt, is but 


as of Yeſterday ; and at the longeſt of very ſhort Conti- 
nuance, to affect ſuch ſatanical Boldneſs towards what's 


Exiſtence itſelf; and therefore neceſſarily Infinite in every 
Perfection? Oh! that Man, who is but a Worm, though, 
in common with other created Things, may be ſaid to ſuſ- 
tain the Image and Reſemblance of it's Creator, or, at 
leaſt, proclaim a God, ſhould aſſume ſuch Freedom with 
Jehovah and his holy Word! The uncharitable alſo, and 
pharifaical Pride, and Affectation, wherewith certain Sec- 


taries abound, are too obvious for any Paraphraſe; ſave 
only evil Tokens of a righteous Cauſe. 1 


And notꝛuithſtanding ſome People would render Religion 
as of a very ſhort and eaſy Affair, conſiſting only in believing 
what Chriſt hath done for us, and relying confidently there- 
on, yet it is ſo far from being the true Notion of Chriſtian 
Faith; that it becomes the very Definition of Preſumption: 
For the Holy Bible plainly teacheth us, that, unleſs our 
Faith worketh by Charity, Purifies our Hearts, and Re- 
formeth our Lives, unleſs like Abraham's Faith, it is per- 
fected by Works, it is but a dead Faith; but äs a ſounding 
Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal: And will, by no means, 

| OE. avail 


E 
avail to our Juſtification or Salvation. Whatſoever Things, 
therefore, are Honeſt, Juſt, Pure, Lovely, of good Report; 
If there be any Vertue or Praiſe, let us think on theſe. 
Things: For he that, in theſe Things, ſerveth Chriſt, is 
acceptable unto God; and approved. But though we be- 
ſtow all our Goods to feed the Poor, and though we 
give our Bodies to be burned, and have all Faith, but have 


not Charity; it profiteth nothing. 


Our bleſſed Saviour, the Author and Finiſher of our 
Faith, hath not ſaid a Word to this Purpoſe, viz. That 
Faith ſeparated from Obedience and a Holy Life, will ſave 
any one: But hath ſpoken much to the contrary z and 
that plainly : For he promiſeth Bleſſedneſs to none; except 
ſuch as practiſe thoſe Chriſtian Graces and Vertues, par- 
ticularly mentioned by him in his excellent Sermon upon 
the Mountain—Of Humility and Repentance, Meekneſs 
and Righteouſneſs, Mercifulneſs, and Purity, Peaceable- 
neſs and Patience under Perſecution, and ſuffering for 
Righteouſneſs ſake. And afterward, in the ſame Sermon, 
Not every one that ſayeth unto me, Lord! Lerd Hall enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he that doeth the Mill of my 
Father, which is in Heaven. And again: Ihoſoever hear- 


eth theſe Sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liten him unto 


a Man who built his Houſe upon a Rock. And 
Afterwards, he telleth us, that whoſoever buildeth his 
Hopes of eternal Salvation upon any other Foundation than 
the Faith of the Goſpel, and Practice of its Precepts, erect- 
eth his Houſe upon the Sand : Which, when tried by the 
Rain and Winds, will fall ; and the Fall thereof will be 


great. And elſewhere, If ye know theſe Things, happy are 


ye, if ye do them. And he ſeverely checketh the vain Con- 
fidence and Preſumption of thoſe who rely upon him for 
Salvation; without keeping his Commandments: hy 
call ye me Lord ! Lord! and do not the Things which I ſay? 
And elſewhere it is ſaid, He that covereth his Sins ſhall not 
proſper : But whoſo confefſeth and forſaketh them, ſhall 
have Mercy. And the Works of the Fleſh are manifeſt, 


Which are theſe, Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſci- 


viouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcrait, Hatred, Variance, Emu- 


lations, Wrath, Strife, Sedition, Hereſies, Envyings, Mur— 


ders, Drunkenneſs, Revellings, and ſuch like: Of which, 
as Saint Paul telleth us, that they which do ſuch Things, 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. 


Does 


I ö | 
Does any Man think of being faved, without loving 
God and Chrift ? And this, faith Saint Fobn, is the Love of 
Gad, that we keep his Commandments. He that ſaith I know 
him, and by the ſame Reaſon, he that faith I love him, 
and keepeth not his Commandments, is a Liar; and the Truth 
is not in him, If ye love me, faith our bleſſed Lord, #cep 
my Commandments. And again: He that hath my Com- 
mandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. And 
if any Man love me, he ſhall keep my Words; and my Father 
oli love him; and we will come unto him, and make our 
Abode with him. | | 

But if any Proteſtant Divine, or ſenſible Perſon, imagi- 
neth all People, as well as the Children of God, to be Heirs 
of eternal Life, let him hear what Saint 79hn faith : Little 
Children! Let no Man deceive you: He that doeth Rigbte- 
1710 is Righteous, even as he 15 Righteous And again 

i 


In this the Children of God are manife/t, and the Children of 


be Devil: He that dieth not Righteouſneſs is not of God. 


This, in a Word, is the conſtant Tenor of the Sacred 
Bible; from the Beginning to the End thereof: If thou 
doeſi well, faith God to Cain, ſbalt thou not be accepted? 
And again—ſay ye to the Righteous, it ſhall ve well with him: 
Fer they ſhall eat the Fruit of their doings. Mo unto the 
Wicked ! it fhall be Ill with him: For the Reward of his 
Hands ſhall be given him, And in the Goſpel, when the 
young Man came to our Saviour, to be inſtructed by him, 
what good Thing he ſhould do, to inherit everlaſting Life 
our Lord gave him this plain and ſhort Anſwer—/f thou 
wilt enter into Life, Reep the Commandments. The Fear 
alſo of the Lord is the Beginning of Wiſdom: A good 
Underſtanding have all they that do his Commandments : 
His Praiſe endureth for ever. | | 

And in the laſt Chapter of that heavenly Treatife, this 
ſolemn Declaration appeareth— lee are they that do his 
Commandments, that they may have a Right to the Tree of. 
Lie; and enter in, through the Gates, tnts the City : I hat 
is, into Heaven; which the Apoſtle to the Hebreus calleth 
the City which hath Foundations; whoſe Builder and 
Maker is God. So vain and groundleſs is the Imagination 
of thoſe, who truſt to be ſaved by an idle and ineffectual 
Faith; without Holinets and Obedience of Life. 
The Apoſtle Paul telleth us, indeed, that Repentance 
and Faith are the Foundation, or firſt Principles of the 
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Oracles of God, or Chriſtianity ; and therefore Babes in 
the Word of Righteouſneſs, as of Milk, ſhould partake 


thereof: But that thoſe who, by Reaſon of Uſe, have 
their Minds exerciſed to diſcern both Good and Evil, and, 
therefore, are capable of ſtrong Meat, and: conſequently 
of being made Teachers, ſhould go on to Perfection. | 
Some, perhaps, who affect Preaching up Salvation 
through Chrift without Works, may pretend to be offend- 
ed at this Manner of Speaking: Nevertheleſs, it is hoped 
that he is truly Preached, whenever his Will and Laws, 


and the Duties injoined by the Chriſtian Religion, are in- 


culcated upon us. And to their calling ſuch Preaching 
mere Morality, as frequently they do, it is anſwered: That 
it is Scripture Morality; and Chriſtian Morality: And 
who hath any thing to advance againſt this? Or what can 
any Preacher further inculcate, ſave only the Doctrine of 
the two Sacraments, Praying for, and forgiving Enemies, 
doing Good for Evil, Charity, and a right Faith in God 
— Father, Son and Holy Gheft ? And are not all theſe occa- 
ſionally inculcated by every ſound Divine? Our daily 
Church offices likewiſe abound therewith, And 

Surely there's no other Way or Means for obtaining 
preſent or future Happineſs, but the conſtant and ſincere 
Endeavour of a holy Life; in and through the Mercy of 
God by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Chriſt, indeed, is the Au- 
thor of our Salvation: But Obedience is the Condition 
thereof. For the Apoſtle informs us, that Chrift is the Au- 
thor of Salvation to them that Obey him. It is the Grace of 
God in the Goſpel which bringeth or offereth this Salva- 


tion unto us: But then, it is by denying of Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luis, and living Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly in 


this preſent IYorid, that we are to wait for the bleſſed Hope. 
Our Saviour promiſeth this Happineſs to the pure in Heart. 
Bleſſed are the pure in Heart : For they ſhall ſee God. 

Let us therefore go on to Perfection: And let our Light 
ſo ihine before Men, that they may fee our good Works; 
and glorify our Father which is in Heaven. Thus alſo 
faith the Lord: Let not the wiſe Man glory in his Wiſdom ; 
neither let the mighty Man glory in his Might: Let not 


the rich Man glory in his Riches: But let him that Glo- 


rieth, glory in this; that I am the Lord, which exerciſeth 
Loving-kindneſs, Mercy, and Judgment, upon the Earth : 
Lor, in theſe Things I delight, ſaith the Lord. 


And 
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And Holineſs is not only a Condition, but a neceſſary 
Qualification for the Happineſs of the next Life. This 1s 
the Force of Saint John's Reaſoning We. ſball be like him: 
For we ſhall ſee him. The Sight and Preſence of God himſelf 
would be no Happineſs to that Man who reſembles not 
God in Temper, and Diſpoſition of Mind: And from 
thence the Apoſtle infers the next Verfe—Every Mar ibat 
hath this Hope in him, purifieth himſelf;; even as he is Pure. 
Wherefore if we live wicked Lives, if we allow ourſelves 
in the wilful Practice of any known Sin, we. interrupt our 
Hopes of n and render ourſelves unfit for eternal 
Life. An 25 | | 420 * 

By this Means we defeat all the Deſigns of Grace, and 
Mercy to us: For Salvation itſelf cannot ſave us, if we 
render ourſelves incapable of that Happineſs which God 
offers. Heaven is called in Scripture an Inheritance among 
the Saints in Light : Wherefore it is not enough that this 
Inheritance is promiſed to us; but we muſt be qualified and 

prepared for it: And made meet to be, Partakers thereof. 
Herein, ſaith Chriſt, is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
Fruit; fo ſhall ye be my Diſciples. Therefore to him that 
 knoweth to do Good, and doeth it not, to him it is 
Sin. | | | . „ 

As well therefore may the Grantee of Lands upon Con- 
dition, the Parſon of a Pariſh, and menial Servants, enjoy 
the Eſtate, receive I 'ythes, and expect Wages, without 

_ obſerving their bounden Duties, as any Chriſtian depend 
on Salvation, and not regard what is required of him, in 
and by the laſt Will and Teſtament of his dying Lord. 
However, when we ſhall have done all Things which are 
commanded us, our Redeemer admoniſheth us to confeſs 
ourſelves to be but unprofitable Servants, | 

The Juit, indeed, ſhall live by Faith. But if any Man 
draw back, God will not have any Pleaſure in him. And 
without a lively Faith, it is impoſlible to pleaſe God: For 
he that cometh to God, mult believe that he is: And that 
he is a Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him. But 
the Time would fail to enumerate all the Actions of thoſe 
eminent Perſons, of whom, or at leaſt ſome of them, the 

World was not worthy; and whom Saint Paul, in his 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, quoteth, as having obtained a 
good Report, through Faith : Notwithſtanding they re- 
_ ceived not the Promiſe; God having provided ſome better 

op | | | Things 
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N for us, that they, without us, ſhould not be made 
Perfect. | 5 
Moreover, Saint John advertiſeth us, that if our Con- 
ſcience condemn us, God will condemn us: But if our Con- 


 ſerence don't condemn us, neither will God condemn us. And 


we are aſſured that we muſt all appear before the Judg- 


ment-Seat of Chriſt; that we may receive aceording to - 
what we have done: Whether it be good, or whether it 


be bad. But thoſe who are conſcious of having been Guilty, 
of any great Wickedneſs, and yet full of Aſſurance, and 


confident of Salvation, don't judge of themſelves by the 
Good or Evil they do; but rely upon other Marks and 


Evidences for Salvation : Such as Raptures, Extaſies, and 
a preſumptuous Faith in Chriſt. An ineffectual Sorrow for 
Sin, fome arbitrary and wa Sign of Election. Thus 
they become Wiſe to do Evil: But to do Good they have 
no Knowledge. | 


Theſe People alſo weigh their final State in the Balance 


of their own miſtaken Fancies and Opinions ; and there- 


fore God will condemn them for not believing the Judg- - 


ment of their own Conſciences; but rather juſtifying 
themſelves in contradiction thereto : They will not hear 
the Word of the Lord and fear; and do no more pre- 
ſumptuouſly. And | OS] 
By Conſcience, is here meant,—The Judgment we 
make of ourſelves, in comparing our Lives and Actions 
with that Rule whereby God judgeth us For Conſcience 
judgeth not, by making new and arbitrary Rules of Judg- 
ment : but by giving Teſtimony to our Lives and Actions : 
The Judgment of Conſcience be no more than whether 
we have obeyed, or diſobeyed the Laws of the Goſpel ; 
whether we have done. thoſe Things which the Goſpel 
threatens to Puniſh, or promiſes to Reward. Fools in- 
deed may make a mock of Sin: But a Man of Under- 
{ſtanding walketh uprightly. And God, according to his 
Power, hath ſaved, and will fave ſuch as regard his 


Laws. Having called us with an holy Calling, not in- 


7 


deed according to our Works alone; but according to his 


own Purpoſe and Grace which was given us in Chriſt 


Jeſus, before the World began. 


But when we meaſure our Actions by falſe Notions of 
Good and Evil, contrary to the Goſpel of our Saviour, or 
entirely diſregard them, we judge by a falſe Rule: And 
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then our Determinations muſt be wrong. And when we 
judge ourſelves, not by the nature of our Works; but by 
Opinions and Fancies, and ſome arbitrary and enthuſiaſtic 
Marg, Signs, Tokens, and Inward Feelings, it is not the 
Judgment of Conſcience; which judgeth only of our 
Works; but the Judgment of Opinions, Conceits, and Fan- 
cies. And notwithſtanding God will judge us, as Conſci- 
ence judgeth, yet he will not judge us as Opinion, Fancy, 
Enthuſiaſm, or Melancholly ſuggeſteth. An 1 

All Pretenſions to the Teſtimony of the Spirit, without 
the Teſtimony of our Conſcience, are Cheats and Deluſi- 
ons: Conſcience never giving Teſtimony unto us, with- 
out a tried and experienced: Vertue; till the Fleſh be ſub- 
dued to the Spirit; till our Minds are Refined, and Puri- 
fied ; and our Converſation adorned with divine and hea- 
venly Graces. Our Increaſe in Charity and good Works, 
will add new Degrees to our Hope; and our Conſcience 
will, thereby, give more ample Teſtimony to us: All 
which will afford us greater Confidence in God, through 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, And the Fruit of the Spirit is 
Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, 
Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance : Againſt ſuch there is no 
Law. 5 | ” 

And as weare God's Workmanſhip, Created in Chriſt, 
unto good Works, which God hath before ordained, 
that we ſhould Walk in them, ſo are we built upon the 
Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets; Jeſus Chrift 
himſelf being the chief Corner Stone. Therefore let us 
walk worthy of the Vocation wherewith we are called. 
Let us henceforth be no more Children toſſed to and fro, 
and turned about with every Wind of Doctrine, by the 
Sleight of Men, and cunning Craftineſs, whereby they lie 
in wait to deceive us. . Let us mark them which cauſe Di- 
viſions and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which we 
have received; and avoid them. For they that are ſuch— 
let them pretend whatever they will—ſerve not the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; but their own Belly: And by good Words 


And fair Speeches, deceive the Hearts of the Simple: 


Leading Captive alſo filly Women, laden with Sins, and 
led away with divers Luſts. | 5 

Leet us conſider the Apoſtle and High-Prieſt of our Pro- 
feſſion, Chri/? Feſus, who was faithful to him that appointed 
Vim; And let every one, that nameth the Name of Chriſt, 


depart 
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depart from all Iniquity : Conſidering one another to pro- 
na to unto Love and good Works. | | 
Let us therefore not walk, as others do, in the Vanity 
of their Minds : But put on the new Man ; which, after 
God, is created in Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs. Let 
our Converſation be without Covetouſneſs : And let us be 
content with ſuch Things as we have. Let every Man 
prove his own Work : For whatſoever a Man ſoweth, 
that ſhall he alſo reap. And, as we have Opportunity, let 
us do govd unto all Men; eſpecially unto them who are 
of the Houſhold of Faith, | a 
Let us be Angry and Sin not: Let not the Sun go down 
upon our Wrath, neither give Place to the Devil. Let 
him that Stole, Steal no more; but labour; Working 
with his Hands that which is Good; that he may have to 
give unto him that needeth. Let no corrupt Communi- 
cation proceed out of our Mouths; but that which is 
'Good to the Uſe of Edifying. Let all Bitterneſs, Wrath, 
Anger, Clamour, and Evil- ſpeaking, be put away from us; 
with all Malice : And Jet us be kind one to another : 
Tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God, for 
Chriſt's Sake, Forgiveth us. Let us follow Peace with all 
Men, and Holineſs ; without which no Man ſhall fee the 
Lord: Looking diligently, left any Man fail of the Grace 
of God : Not walking in Craftineſs, nor handling the 
Word of God deceitfully. i 
But Fornication, and all Uncleanneſs, and Covetouſ- 
neſs; Filthineſs, nor fooliſh Talking, nor Jeſting, Let it 
not be named among us. For no Whoremonger, nor 
unclean Perſon, nor covetous Man, who is an Idolater, 
hath any Inheritance in the Kingdom of Chriſt, and of 
God. And let no Man deceive us with vain Words: 
For becauſe of theſe Things cometh the Wrath of God 
upon the Children of Diſobedience. Let us be Examples 
of all them that believe: And thoſe Things which we 
have both learnt, received, and heard of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, let us do. And ns | 5 
Let us not be carried about with divers and ftrange 
Doctrines: But let us walk as Children of the Light: 
For the Fruit of the Spirit is in all Goodneſs and Truth. 
Let us have no Fellowſhip with the unruly Works of Dark- 
neſs ; but rather reprove them. Let us walk circumſpect- 
ly; not as Fools, but as Wiſe ; redeeming the Time, be- 
ol | | cauſe 
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cauſe the Days are Evil. And let us not be Unwiſe, but 
Underſtand what the Will of the Lord is. Neither let us 
be drunk with Wine; wherein is Exceſs. | 1 

Let brotherly Love continue; and let us not be un- 
mindful to entertain Strangers: Let us remember them 
that are in Bonds: And them which ſuffer Adverſity. Let 

us ſubmit ourſelves one to another: Wives to their Huſ- 
bands: And let Huſbands love their Wives. Let Children 
Obey their Parents; Honour their Father and Mother; 
and let not Parents provoke their Children to Wrath ; but 
bring them up in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. 
Let Servants be Obedient unto their Maſters: And let 
Maſters do the fame Things unto them; forbearing Threat- 
ning. | 
. us remember them that have the Rule over us; who 
have ſpoken unto us the Word of God: And let us fear 
God, Honour the King, and all that are put in Authority 
under him. And to do Good and to Communicate let us 
not forget: For with ſuch Things God is well pleaſed. 
Let us be ready to every good Work: Not flothful Fol- 
lowers of them, who through Faith and Patience inherit 
the Promiſes. 5 5 

Let us be zealous towards God: but let our Zeal be 
according to Knowledge. Let us depart from Evil, do 
Good, and dwell for evermore. Let every Man prove his 
own Work; and ſo he ſhall rejoice in himſelf: for thus 
ſaith the Lord: Confider your Ways. Let us judge our- 
ſelves, and we ſhall not be Judged. However, let us take 

Heed that we be not deceived in the Judgment we make 
of ourſelves: but let our Judgment be in Truth, and in 
Righteouſneſs: For God is Great, and knoweth all Things: 
But the Heart of Man is deccirful and deſperately Wicked, 
who can know it? | 

Let us likewiſe put on the whole Armour of God; that 
we may be able to ſtand againſt the Wiles of the Devil. 
And let us ſtand, having our Loins girt about with Truth; 
and having on the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs: And our 
Feet ſhod with the Preparation of the Goſpel of Peace: 
Taking alfo the Shield of Faith, the Helmet of Salvation, 
and the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. 
And praying always, with all Prayer and Supplication in 
the Spirit; and watching thereunto with all Perſeverance. | 
And above all theſe things, let us put on Charity; which 
is the Bond of Perfectneſs. 2 1 
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eth every Chriſtian's ſerious Obſervation : 
plete Summary of true Religion. 
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Again, it is preſumed, that notwithſtanding what is 


premiſed, one may, without Impeachment of Impertinence, 


particularly recommend to the Chriſtian Proteſtant's Con- 
ſideration, the ten Commandments, delivered by the Lord 
eur God, Saviour and Redeemer, unto Moſes upon Mount 
Sinai. That incomparable Sermon preached by God in- 
carnate to his Diſciples, upon another Mountain; and 
recorded in the fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh Chapters of 

Matthew. And thoſe particular Collects inſerted, among 


divers others, in the Book of Common- Prayer; and re- 


lating to Charity and Love: And uſed in our Churches, 


upon the fourth, ſixth, ſeventh, and fourteenth Sundays 


after Eaſter. That alſo on Quinquageſima Sunday. And 
that relating to Unbelievers; uſed upon Good-Friday: 
With thoſe touching Good Works, likewiſe uſed on the 
fifth Sunday after Eaſter: As alſo upon the firſt, ninth, 
eleventh, thirteenth, ſeventeenth, and twenty-fifth Sun- 
days after Trinity-Sunday. And that brief but moſt com- 
pendious Prayer, juſtly ſtiled the Lord's Prayer, whereby 
we are inſtructed to petition for whatſoever is needful for 
our Souls and Bodies, likewiſe merits our Attention. 
That incomparable Manual alto, the Church Catechiſm, 
wherein, among other Things, the Lord's Prayer, the 
ecalogue, and Sacraments, are fully explained, demand- 
Being a com- 
Once more: It is a trite but true ſaying, that new Pro- 
ſelytes are the greateſt Bigots: And ſeemeth it nat too 
perfectly, if not Jeſuitically, imitated by the Inſtances 
herein ſet forth? For it's noted, that, among the Leaders 
of this newly revived Clan, but chiefly the meaner Sort 
thereof, there are not wanting ſome who acknowledge 
themſelves to have been the greateſt of Profligates : And 
too many of thew, even now, are found to be in the Gall 
of Bitterneſs and Bond of Iniquity. However, is it not 
principally owing to unhappy Education in general, and 
that affected Supineneſs in Seminary Education, in parti- 
cular? As alſo to the Antichriſtian Doctrines brooded in 
a foreign Colege, now ready to tumble down with the Pope 
at their Head? But why, forſooth, muſt all the World be 
moleſted by ſeduced Hercticks, Enthuſiaſtically fancying 
themſelves coming to the Light, and being ſaved, yet, 
perhaps, fo as by Fire? - And, | 
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The Glorious Apoſtle of us converted Gentiles, to 
whom we are beholden for moſt of the Council before 
given, touching our Conduct in paſting through the Vale 
of this mortal and troubleſome Life, thus ſpeaketh— 
This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all Men to be received; 
that Feſus Chrift came into the World to ſave Sinners: Of 
whom I am Chief.— Which Paſſage was choſen by the laſt 
before mentioned Preaching-Chap; whereon to build 
moſt of his Combuſtibles. Nevertheleſs, how his Or- 
thodoxy appears with the Doctrine of that Heavenly Saint, 
and his Glorious Company; And, withal, how the De- 
portment of moſt of theſe, ſeemingly deluded People, an- 
ſwers to theirs ; let thoſe who condeſcend to peruſe theſe 
Papers impartially, determine: And God grant us Un- 
derſtanding in all Things. | | | 
ZBaint Peter likewiſe informs us, that, in every Nation, 

He that feareth God, and worketh Righteouſneſs, is ac- 
cepted with him. And that Zealous, Reſolute and Cou- 
rageous Follower of his moſt Beloved Lord and Maſter— 
though by means of Flefhly Frailty, he to his unexpreſ- 
ſible Sorrow, before Converſion, thrice denied him. 
That Bitterly weeping and Penitential Apoſtle further- 

more admoniſhes us; that, laying aſide all Malice, 
Guile, Hypocrities, Envies, and Evil-ſpeaking, as new 
born Babes, we deſire the ſincere Milk of the Word; 
that we may grow thereby : If ſo be we have taſted that 
the Lord is Gracious : To whom, coming as to a living 
Stone, diſallowed indeed of Men, but choſen of God and 
precious, we alſo, as lively Stones, are built up a Spiritual 
Houſe, and Holy Prieſthood ; to offer up Spiritual Sacri- 

crifices, acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Moreover, this Loving Apoſtle obſerves, that, unto 
them which be difobedient, this Stone—Chrilt—is made 
a Stone of ſtumbling; and a Rock of Offence. And there- 
fore, he adviſeth us to have our Converſation honeſtly 
among all Men: That, whereas they ſpeak Evil againſt 
us, as Evil Doers, they may, by our good Works, which 
they ſhall behold, glorify God; in the Day of Viſitation. 
And faith he——He that will live long and ſee good Days, 
let him refrain his Tongue from Evil; and his Lips, that 
they ſpeak no Guile : Let him eſchew Evil, and do Good; 
ſeek Peace, and enſue it. For he likewiſe telleth us, 
that the Eyes of the * are over the Righteous; and 
| : „ his 
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his Ears are open unto their Prayer : But that the Face 
of the Lord is againſt them that do evil. He alſo adviſeth 
us to be ready always to give an Anſwer to every Man 
that aſketh us a Reaſon of the Hope that's in us; with 
Meekneſs and Fear : Having a good Conſcience, that 
whereas they ſpeak Evil of us, as Evil Doers, they may 
be aſhamed ; that falſely accuſe our Converſation in - 
Chriſt : And for that, becauſe it's better, if the Will of 
God be ſo, that we ſuffer for Well-doing, than for Evil- 
doing. | 2 
And, beſides this, ſaith that Apoſtolical Servant, giving 
all Diligence, add to your Faith Vertue, and to | FO. 
Knowledge, and to Knowledge Temperance, and to 
Temperance Patience, and to Patience Godlineſs, and to 
 Godlineſs Brotherly-kindneſs, and to Brotherly-kindneſs 
Charity. For, faith he, if theſe Things be in you, and 
abound, they make that ye ſhall neither be Barren nor 
Unfruitful in the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 
But that he who lacketh theſe Things, is Blind ; and 
cannot ſce afar off: And hath forgotten that he was pur- 
.ged from his old Sins. Again, EE 

Wherefore the rather, Brethren | Give Diligence to 
make your Calling and Election ſure: For if you do theſe 
Things, ye ſhall never fail : For an Entrance ſhall be mi- 
niſtered unto you abundantly into the everlaſting King- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. And again, 

Ve, therefore, Beloved ; Seeing ye know theſe Things, 
beware leſt ye alſo being led away with the Error of the 
Wicked, fall from your own Stedfaſtneſs. But grow in 
Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt: Lo him be Glory for ever: Amen. — Thus 
far Saint Peter. . | ; 

The Holy Ghoſt likewiſe further expreſly Revealeth, that 
he which overcometh ſhall inherit all Things: That God 
will be his God, and he ſhall be God's Son. But the 
Fearful, and Unbelieving, and the Abominable, and Mur- 
derers, and Whoremongers, and Sorcerers, and Idolaters, 
and all Liars, ſhall have their Part in the Lake that burn- 
eth with Fire and Brimſtone; which is the ſecond Death. 
And that bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lord: 
tor they reſt from their Labour ; and their Works follow 
chem. | 


But 
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But never let us be forgetful of having perfect Charity 
one towards another : For thereby we not only ſupplicate, 
at the Throne of Grace, in behalf of the greateſt Here- 

ticks, but alſo for every Individual whatſoever : fave only + 
what ſeemeth intimated as not to be included in Prayer. 
However, if congeable with that ſuper-excellent Grace, 
(notwithſtanding Adam, and his Fall and Loſs, proved our 
Gain) one might even wiſh that Lucifer himſelf had ne- 
ver rebelled. 3 y | 
Let us alſo imitate, ſo far, the firſt mentioned Mini- 
ſter, who ſhutteth up his unprecedented Diſcourſe, by eſ- 

| ng to apply one of the Collects in the before- men- 
tioned Prayer-Book, to the Subject -Matter of his Predica- 
mentation, as that we may preſent our unfeigned Supplica? 
tions before the Heavenly. Throne : Saying thus, 8 
Be thou pleaſed, we beſeech thee, good Lord, to illu- 
minate all Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, with true 

Knowledge and Underſtanding of thy Word: And that, 
by their Preaching and Living, they may ſet it forth, and 
ſhew it accordingly—From all Evil and Miſchief, from 
the Crafts and Aſſaults of the Devil; from thy Wrath, 
and from everlaſting Damnation-—PFrom all Blindneſs and 
Hardneſs of Heart, from Pride, Vain-Glory, and Hypo- 

criſy; from Envy, Hatred, Malice, and all Uncharita- 
bleneſs—From all Sedition, Privy Conſpiracy, and Re- 
bellion; from all falſe Doctrine, Hereſy, and Schiſm; 
from Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt of thy Word and 
Commandments : Good Lord, deliver us!—And that it 
may pleaſe thee to rule and govern thy Holy Church Uni- 
fal, in the right Way; to give us an Heart to live after 
thy Commandments : To bring into the Way of Truth 
all ſuch as have erred and are deceived: To raiſe up 
em that fall, to have Mercy upon all Men : And, final- 
ly, to beat down Satan under our Feet: We beſeech thee 
to hear us, Good Lord! | | 

And rather than we ſhould be overmuch diverted by 

lending an Ear to thoſe who Preach or Write on the fore- 

going Text, or ſuch like Topicks, only to promote jeſuiti- 
cal Ends and Purpoſes, or for affecting Popularity, the 

candid Reader is recommended to peruſe that excellent and 
edifying printed Sermon, formerly preached and publiſhed 
by Archbiſhop Tillotſon, upon that Paſſage touching Sheep 
and Goats : Notwithſtanding this learned Ornament of 


Gur 


Be 0 
our holy Religion hath been moſt partially repreſented by 
that Clan of Deluders, Jeſuits, and others by them ſe- 


_ duced : Whoſe conſtant Employment turns upon render- 


ing all Religion, and every Thing beſide, only as a Stalk- 
ing-horſe to temporal Purſuits : And whereby we may be- 
come ſwallowed up in their Quickſands ; rather than ſhel- 


- tered under the Rock of our Salvation. 


In that learned Diſcourſe, the pious Chriftian will, like- 
wiſe moſt agreeably, be entertained with what's truly 
Edifying : And alſo, by comparing one thing with another, 
plainly perceive the Diſparity between Preachers treating, 


and Author's writing on identical Subjects: And eaſier ei- | 


cape thoſe dangerous Shelves, where too many Veſſels 
have lately founder'd. 5 
But, thus faith the Lord by his Prophet Ezekiel, Wo 

to them that ſew Pillows to all Armholes, and make Ker- 
chiefs upon the Head of every Stature, to ſlay Souls. 
Will ye hurt the Souls of my People, and will ye ſave the 


Souls alive that come unto you ? And will ye Pollute me 


among the People, to ſlay the Souls that ſhould not die ; 


and to ſave the Souls alive that ſhould not live: By your 


lying to my People that hear your Lies? Wherefore I 
will let go the Souls, even the Souls that ye hunt, to make 
them fly, and deliver my People out of your Hand: And 


| * be no more in your Hand, to be hunted: And 


ye ſhall know that I am the Lord. 

Turn away your Faces from all your Abominations : 
For every one that ſetteth up his Idols in his Heart, and 
3 wag up the Stumbling-block of his Iniquity before his 


Face, I the Lord will anſwer him by myſelf. And I will 
ſet my Face againſt that Man: And I will make him a 


Sign and a Proverb: And J will cut him off from the Midſt 
of my People: And ye ſhall know that I am the Lord. 

And if the Prophet be deceived, when he hath ſpoken 
a Thing, I the Lord have deceived that Prophet: And J 


will ftretch out my Hand upon him, and will deſtroy him 


from the Midſt of my People; and they. ſhall bear the 
Puniſhment of their Iniquity. The Puniſhment of the 
Prophet ſhall be as the Puniſhment of him that ſeeketh 
unto him. That they go no more aſtray from me, nei- 
ther be polluted any more with their Franſgreſſions: But 
that they may be my People, and I may be their God ; 
faith the Lord God, | | 
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Seeing moreover, that among the Commonalty and others 
too much affecting Diſaffection, and appearing fond of re- 
preſenting our almoſt entirely vanquiſhed Foes, mightier 
than, and as victorious as it hath pleaſed the Lord of 
Hoſts to render Great Britain, which, through printed 
Fragments, perſonal Influence, and other treacherous In- 
ſinuations, they labour to repreſent as almoſt undone by 
Victories ; and whatever lately hath been happily effected 
for raiſing its Glory, of much leſſer Avail, than what, be- 
fore, was perpetrated towards ſinking the ſame, it's alſo 
expected that a Hand will likewiſe be ſpeedily ſtretched 
out upon them : And, unleſs they timely amend, that 
their and thoſe falſe Prophets Fate, will prove alike. | 
In fine, it is hoped that what is premiſed may ſerve as a 
Bucket towards quenching thoſe Flames mentioned by the 
Cobler of Cripplegate in the Gazetteer and London Adver- 
tiſer of the 20th of February 1762. And may it in ſome 
meaſure ſupply the Abſence of an Engine which might be 
worked for the ſame Purpoſe by ſome orthodox Divine! 
As alſo to expoſe the jeſuitical Sophiſtries of a certain 
 Pamphlet, lately printed for Edward Dilly in the Poultry, 
London ; and exhibiting ſome Remarks upon a Sermon in- 
tituled No Acceptance with God by Faith only : Preached 
before the Univer/ity of Oxford, on Sunday Fuly the 19th 
1761, by John Allen, M. A. Vice-Principal of St. Mary- 
Atagaalen- Hall : And publiſhed at the Requeſt of Ar. 
 Vice-Chanceller. 1 | 
In which Pamphlet, purpoſely compoſed for counte- 
nancing that leading Tenet of Modern Enthuſiaſm, in be- 
ing juſtified by Faith alone, the ſubtile Remarker, after 
mentioning the Preacher's Text, namely, Can Faith ſave 
him ? Ja. c. ii. 4. and reciting the whole Verſe thus, 
What doth it profit, my Brethren, though a Man ſays he 
hath Faith, and have not Works ? Can Faith ſave Ln 2 
And then ſhewing the Sermon to begin as follows, to 
wit One Deſign of this Epiſtle is to confute a Notion 
which ſome miſtaken Converts to Chriſtianity had unhap- 
pily imbibed from St. Paul's Doctrine concerning Faith, 
| 5 5 He had taught that Faith alone would Convert and 
uſtify the Diſciples of Feſus. | | 
NA ter boldly a ig Mr. Allen to ſay that Faith 
without Yorks is dead - which, indeed, are the very Words 
of Saint Jame— he queſtioneth thus —If Mr. Allen mean- 
eth a mere ſpeculative Aſſent to the Go/pel-Truths—a dead 


 wnoperas» 


Preacher's Meaning. 
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unoperati ve hr ogra, \» monſtrous and diabolical Doc- 
trine——He is Right: But that if he meaneth a /ively 
operative Faith, which is the Work of God's Spirit in the 


eart, then He is in the wrong.—pBut mayn't it be 
here alſo aſked, what Reaſon hath the-Remarker for put- 


ting the Queſtion, ſave only to anſwer his own feduced 


Zealots ? Surely the Apoſtle's Words plainly evinceth the - 


However, ſoon afterwards the Remarker admitteth Mr. 


Allen as contending for a Faith accompanied with Evan- 
gelic Works—an operative Faith—covenanted to be per- 


formed by us under Chriſt's laſt, and indeed beft Diſpen- 
ſation: But then quoting the Preacher as ſaying that he, 
whoſe Faith in Jeſus is accompanied with Evangelical 
Works, is in a State of Favour and Reconciliation with 


God, the Shrewd Reaſoner repreſents it as a fundamental 


Error of Popery; and affirms ſuch Faith repugnant to 
common Senſ and Scripture. See P. 7, 8. 5 

Behold, likewiſe, that, as the Preacher is repreſented 
maintaining the Neceſſity of good or Evangelic Works 
for juſtifying the Diſciples of Zeus, the Remarker affirms, 
even no Papiſt will alledge any Woris neceſſary to that 
End: But only ſays, that Works are neceſſary for our 
being the Diſciples of Feſus: And that Mr. Allen's af- 
firming that to become Chriſt's Diſciples firſt, and af- 
terwards to be juſtified, is ſuch Doctrine as never exiſted 
till delivered from the wear” e Pulpit : And furthermore, 
that no Conditions on our Part are required for becoming 
ſuch Diſciples. See P. 10. And OS | 

On introducing Mr. Allen as aledging how unequal 
Faith alone is, effeCtually, to juſtify ſuch Diſciples, from 
that Chapter of Saint „ e wherein the Apoſtle inſiſt- 
eth on the Neceſſity of good Works as a Condition of Fuſ- 
tification, the Remarker is alſo pleaſed to term the Aſſer- 
tion Audacious, and as repreſenting the Apaſtle infiſting on 
the Neceſſity thereof: Becauſe As boldly affirmed by 
Mr. Remarker He inſiſted on them only as Fruits, Evie 
dences, and Teſtimonials of a lively Faith. See P. 10, 11 
Sc. And 5 | | 

For warranting this Aſſertion, the Remarker, Jeſuit 
like, impudently reverſeth our Saint's very Words ; by 


3 


repreſenting him as ſaying, Shew me thy Faith by thy 


arts, inſtead of Shew me thy Faith without thy Worts; 
immediately inferring therefrom, that the Juſtification 
| | | men- 
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tak : 


| W by the Apoſtle muſt mean a declarative Juſtifica- 


tion. | 
But do not the manner of the Saint's uſing thoſe two 


Expreſſions manifeſtly infer that Faith and Works muſt go 


together for rendering us acceptable to God through Jef 
Chriſt? And that Faith alone, or a Belief of Cbriſt's 


dying to ſave Sinners, without Repentance towards God 


and Faith in the Holy Jeſus, by believing Him to be the 


Lamb ſlain for taking away the Curſe of the Law, or 
without exerciſing Moral Vertues and Evangelic Graces 
as Conditions by Him Injoined, and not brought by our- 


| ſelves, as weakly and in Truth facrilegiouſly retorted, will 
never render us meet for partaking the Benefits of His 


Death and Paſſion ? 


However the Remarker, who well knoweth we are 


univerſally prone to reject or neglect rather than lay Duties 
on ourſelves, alloweth the Preacher to ſpeak in a truly 


Chriſtian Manner by ſaying, that Abraham was not pro- 


nounced Righteous through the Merits of Faith or 
Works; neither being meritorious but on Account of Fe- 


ſus, whoſe Day, whoſe Incarnation, that Patriarch ſaw at 


a Diſtance, and exulted at the Proſpect of an Ara when 


all Fleſh ſhould ſee the Salvation of God—But then he 


complaineth of this Evangelic Strain not laſting; becauſe, 
before the End of that Page in his Sermon, he, . like a 
Perſon harping upon one and the ſame String, begins 
again with repeating his Terms and Conditions—not our 
Saviour's—and of being embraced as Righteous, on ac- 
count of ſincere Repentance and Love unfeigned; but 


without mentioning a Word of Chri/s Merits—And 


was there any need thereof, ſeeing, he is allowed to 


have mentioned it but a little before? What needeth 


Tautologies? See P. 19. : 
Afterwards Mr. Allen is accuſed of uttering theſe follow- 
ing Words — The Law and the Goſpel—and that we are 


to be tried and acquitted or demned according as we 
have conformed to, or deviated from that Standard From 
whence the Remarker, Jeſuitically, infers that, inſtead of 


Chri/?'s being the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs to 
every one that believeth, and a Redeemer from the Curſe, 
He is made a kind of anew Lawgiver, propoſing, truly, 
milder Terms of Obedience than Moſes did: And to 
which Terms, if we ſubmit, God will take us into his 
Favour.— But all this he _— to be a deſtructive Con- 
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that leading Tenet of Modern 


13 146 
ceit of the whole Scheme of Redemption: The Pride of 
the natural Man; who, rather than Stoop to be juſtified 


by and accepted of Chriſt, as an entire Saviour, is ever for 


ſetting up ſo nething of his own, (the very Caſe of ibis 
Deceiver of che People) for recommending, himſelf to the 
Favou of God—What ought this to be called? Does not 
ou; Saviour fay, 4 New Commandment I give unt you, 


that ye love One another? And again: If ye love me, keep 


my Commandments ? And what needed He fo to have 


ſpoken, if Obedience was not required, as a Condition of 
Acceptance: ; | 
The Preacher alfo is reported to fav, that in the Remain- 
der of his Diſcourſe, —He intends to prove Faith, in it's 
highett Degree, when alone or diſtinct from. other Ver- 
tues, is ſo far from ſaving or juſtifying any Perſon, that 
it doth not, neccflarily, produce any good Works: And 
that he more willingly undertakes it, becauſe it is the lead- 


ing Tenet of Modern Enthuſiaſm,” that any one, by 


ſuddenly believing 7eſus Chrift ſhed his Blood for his 
Sins, is inſtantaneouſly regenerated and juſtified : Or to 
uſe their very Language—Only believe; and you are 
ſaved. See P. 20, 21, &c. | | | 
Whereto the Remarker, harping on his own String, 
again queſtioneth thus: If he meaneth a Barren Faith, 


he is Right: But if he meanet!;, Faith in the higheſt De- 


ree, then he meaneth not a Barren Faith : But a Livel 
Faith : And that then he might as well have ſaid, I in- 
tend to prove that the twelfth Article of the Church of 
England, which termeth good Works the Fruits of Faith, 
is falſe, and which I more e £4 undertake, becauſe of 


.nthuſiaſm—And having 
ſo ſtated the Point, he uſhers in this Exclamation—Trem- 


ble O Earth, and be aſtoniſhed O Heavens, at ſuch exe- 


crable Blaſphemy ! for that, as he aledgeth, not only the 
Language but very Words of our Saviour and Saint Paul 


are, thereby, treated as the leading Tenet of Modern 


Entliuſiaſm— Thus whatever ſtandeth overmuch in the 
Remarker's Light or Way, is conſtantly attempted to be 


perverted. And 


Then Mr. Allen is repreſented as dividing the Nature 
of Faith into three Acts, —namely, Knowledge; Aſſent; 
Reliance; and as ſhewing that the higheſt Degree of 
Knowledge is compatible with a very ſmall or no De- 
gree of Vertue; and as inſtancing, for that Purpoſe, 
* l 
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the Order of Jeſuits and their Society, as erected againſt 
the Liberties, Conſciences, and common Senſe of Man- 
kind—From whence He is charged as N down 
His own Argument; and repreſented as Mr. Allen fighting 
_ againſt Mr, Vice-Principal, and Mr. Vice-Principal 
fighting againſt Mr, Allen. See P. 22, Sc. But how 
untruly ſoever that appears, How conſtantly does the Re- 
marker, to anſwer any ſiniſter Purpoſe, make Scripture or 
any Thing elſe claſh and contradict itſelf, and ſeem to 
prove Contrarieties ? | 5 
The Preacher is further repreſented as affirming the 
World obliged to thoſe Jeſuits for moſt Maſterly de- 
fending ſundry Points of Doctrine, and Articles of Faith 
which are and ſhould be contended for by Us—But Mr. 
Remarker aſſumeth the Libertyof intimating, that, among 
the Jeſuitical Doctrines and Articles of Faith meant by 
Mr. Allen, that groſs Error, as he calleth it, of being 
juſtified by Works, and not by Faith only, ought to be 
contended for. See P. 23, Sc. But who holdeth that 
Error, he there ſayeth not. | | 
Mr. Allen is alſo reported that, if we come nearer Home, 
we ſhall hear of a Knowledge which Patrons of the Election 
and Reprobation Doctrine pretend to; and which he calleth 
a monſtrous and deteſtable Schiſm By which Mr. Re- 
marker chargeth him with ſetting His Hand thereto, by 
ſubſcribing to the twenty-ſeven Articles of the Church of 
England; and therefore that he hath ſubſcribed to Doc- 
trines by Himſelf believed unauthorized and deteſtible 
O falſe, fooliſh, and deteſtible Logick | See P. 23, Cc. 
And who knoweth not that the Doctrine in theſe Articles, 
and that other, as much differ as Light from Darkneſs ? 
He is further repreſented as urging that a bare Aſient to, 
without Chriſtian Vertues, will never ſtand the Profeſſor in 
any ftead—W hich the Remarker allo alloweth : But then 
proceeds to accuſe Him with declaring that, in the Word 
of God, He findeth not one Syllable of Reliance being 
an Act of juſtifying Faith; and that none can be certain 
of abſolute Fuſtiſication till he hath performed every Duty 
requiſite thezeto. Which the Remarker indeed admits 
would be the Conſequence thereof: But objects that Mr. 
Allen further affirms, that none can, from Scripture, be 
ſure, his Sins are remitted, till he hath fulfilled the 
Conditions for that Purpoſe required by the Scriptures 
and impiouſly intimating that, inſtead of inviting Sinners 
= G 2 | | to 
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to Chrit and waſh and be clean, (meaning, it's preſum- 
ed, after their own enthuſiaſtic manner) the Preacher is 
for coming to Chri/ft as Righteous; and for clogging the 
Goſpel with Conditions and Duties, and fo rendering the 
Reward not of Grace, but of Debt - But who ſeeth not 
the Falſity of ſuch Concluſions? See P. 24, Ec. 
Furthermore, the Preacher, for cloſing the Matter of 
Reliance, is quoted to ſay, that the Hope which maketh 
not aſhamed, and whereon we may ſafely depend, is the 
Reſult of a good Conſcience: That, fo far is it from 
pretending to any Thing without good Works, that *tis 
born of, and acknowledgeth the ſame for its Parent. And 
in P. 26, 27, the Remarker agreeth with Him, only with 
this canting Difference, I, por, Blind Enthuſiaſt ! do, 
with the Apoſtle and Prophet, count all my Righteouſneſs 
as Droſs, Dung, and filthy Rags, that 1 may win Chriſt, 
and be found in him. And, provided I have a good Con- 
ſcience, and am Begotten again by a lively Hope, it is 
only through the Blood of Sprinkling, and the Reſur- 
rection of Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead. And having this 
Hope in me, it is my Daily Endeavour, through Grace, to 
Purify myſelf, and abound in every good Word and 
Work; knowing that without Holineſs no Man ſhall . 
ſee the Lord. —But the Preacher, ſays he, maketh good 
Works and Duties the Conditions of his Pardon and 
Acceptance; and whereon he ſo fondly leaneth 3 with- 
out the leaſt Mention of the Death and Redemption 
of the Incarnate God, 5 5 . 
But here the Rematrker deſerve-h Exclamations: For 
either he miſrepreſents the Sermon, or elſe what is be- 
fore mentioned to be thereby delivered, with regard to 
Reliance on riſt, if not fo frequently repeated, is as 
fully laid down by the one as the other. And as well 
as the Remarker wiſheth, that thoſe, who make ſo great 
a Noiſe about good Works, would ſhew them in their + 
Lives: They likewiſe wifh that others, who make the 
greater Noiſe about Faith and Believing, would ſhew 
the ſame in their Converſations, ; 
And, after again, harpingly, repreſented Chrift as a 
new Law-Giver, Mr. An is introduced as ſpeaking 
thus, —W hat ſhall we think of the loud and repeated 
Cries about Fzith juſtifying the moſt harden'd Sinner 
in a Moment? Of a Faith which ſo juſtifies, that the- 
Juſtiſied can fall no more? Of a Faith conſiſting in * Roll- 
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ing and Recumbing upon Chrift *——Whereto the Re- 
marker anſwereth Who affirms nd Neceſſity of Ho- 
lineſs in our Lives, for Salvation ?!——And that Works 
have no Part or Lot in the Matter of Juſtification, 
no true Chriſtian denies.—And that there is no Need of 
Perſonal inherent Holineſs, as the Conſequence of Juſti- 
fication, is what none but Devils and Antinomians will 
affirm. Thus, indeed, ſpeaketh Mr. Remarker. See P. 
26 and 16. --—: | | 
Nevertheleſs Mr. Allen is there charged as inſinuating, 

that all, who hold the Church of England Doctrine of 
Juſtification by Faith alone, muſt conclude an Hol 
Life unneceſſary.—And, as to the wild Notion of Chrijt 
having obeyed the Law, and ſuffering for us, the Preacher 
is referred to the Homily of Salvation; which is ſet 
forth as ſaying, — That Chriſt is now the Righteouſneſs 
of all them that truly believe in Him, He for them 

paid their Ranſom by Death. He for them fulfilled the 
Law in His Life. So that now, in Him and by Him, 

every true Chriſtian may be called a Fulfiller of the Law. 
—And, as for the Word Rolling, that is affirmed as Sy- 
nonymous with Confiding, Reliance, Recumbancy, Commit- 
ting, &c, —But he would diſcover a little Honeſty, by 
more properly applying Terms, Texts, and other Pal. 


ſages of his introducing. 
Furthermore: On Mr. Allen's being cited as advancing 
this Queſtion— What ſhall we ſay of a Faith which juſ- 
tifieth the moſt hardened Sinner in a Moment? - Of 


a Faith fo juſtifying, that the Juſtified can fall no more? 


— The Remarker anſwers— That if one Sinner can be 


Juftified in a Moment, another may. And that no ſooner 
doth God convince Us of the Iniquity of our Hearts 
and Lives, and diſpoſe Us to caſt ourſelves upon Chriſt 
for Acceptance ; than that we are in a juſtified State. 
Notwithſtanding the Preacher may ſay we muſt wait half 
a Year, or three Quarters, before God will pardon us; 
and that God juſtifies returning Sinners by Degrees; ſo 
that they may be almoſt juſtified one Week, and not 
quite juſtified till the next. See P. 30. And 

To all which Mr. Remarker, perſonating the pious 
Chriſtian, and waving his wrangling about Words, enthu- 
ſiaſtically ſubjoineth the following Conceſſion. We grant 
Santtification to be a progreſſive Work through the Chriſ- 
| | | „ tian's 
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tian's whole Life, whereby he is ſpiritually enable 
to put off the Old Man, to mortify Sin in his Members, 
to be conformed to Chriſt both in the Likeneſs of his 
Death and Reſurrection, to be renewed in the Spirit of 
His Mind: Yea, to have that Mind in him which was 
alſo in Chriſi Ta to abound in good Works, and grow 
in Grace and Holineſs, till made meet to be Partakers of 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. 

Notwithſtanding all which, it is obſervable, that in 
the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth Pages of his Hetero- 
dox Eſſay, rather than admit our Saviour as Injoining 
any kind of Works, as Conditions of Juſtification or Sal- 
vation through Him, this crafty Heretic obſtinately per- 
ſiſteth in, and endeavours to maintain, by his ridiculous 
and peculiar manner of arguing, that through his Species 
of Faith or Belief, we cannot fail, either by Neceſſity or 
Gratitude, to abound in good Works. enen does 
not Daily Experience manifeſtly contradict that Impious 
Opinion, even in them who pretend to embrace it? And 
is it not the principal Drift of the Remarker throughout 
the whole, to repreſent the doing good Works, out of 
mere Generoſity, rather than Duty? And are not theſe 
Believers for making Chriſt beholden to them for their 
Gratitude, rather than being rewarded by him for their 
Obedience ? | AN | * 

Laſtly: Pretending, as uſually practiſed by certain Fo- 
rei olegiates, the more effectually to continue their 
Diſciples in Blindneſs, and under Pretence of putting 
Matters in one View, by ſeeming to inſert Mr. Allen's 
Words in one Column, and the Church of England's in 
another, the Remarker untruly repreſents each appearing 
as oppoſite to the other as Light to Darkneſs However, 
not to repeat all here, Jet the following Paſlage ſuffice. 
Mr,—Alln—A Man may have all Faith, ordinary 
and extraordinary, every Kind and every Degree of 
Faith, and till be at a vaſt Diſtance from Heaven.— 
The Church of England can ſhew a Man that by Faith 
without Works, ordinary or extraordinary, lived, and 
came to Heaven: But, without Faith, never Man had 

Life. The Thief that was hanged when Chriſt ſuffered, 
did believe only; and the moſt Merciful God juſtified 

him.—Again :—Since then Mr. Allen denies Juſtification 
to be by Faith only, and—T he Church of England main- 
tains Juſtification by Faith only, in Her Articles aud Ho- 

IP | | | milies, 
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milies, the Remarker concludes with the following Para- 
graph, vis. EE the TO. 
Ils he not, thereby, an open Impugner of the Articles 
of Religion, eſtabliſhed in the Church of England, and 
according to the Law in this very Caſe made and provided, 
liable to be Excommunicated, ipſo facto, and not reſtored, 
vut only by the Archbiſhop, after Repentance and public 
Revocation of ſuch his wicked Errors? See the 5th Can- 
non : May the Lord give him a Repentance not to be re- 
pented of ; and enable him to make a public Revocation of 
what he has been Injurious in his Sermon: To the 
Glory of God, and to the Peace of his Church ! Amen. 
And now, conſidering that by more properly obſerving 
the Remarker, theſe Sheets would overmuch be multi- 
plied, let it ſuffice here to intimate—That the Paſſage 
concerning the Thief is a very ſingular one: That his 
Lord and Saviour, then expiring on the Croſs for the Sins 
of all Mankind, and, as being perfect God as well as 
perfect Man, fulfilled the Law for Us, by completely per- 
forming every good Work, and thereby rendering all the 
Works or Moral Vertues and Evangelic Graces recom- 
mended, in and by His laſt Will and Teſtament, as Rules 
for all ſincere Chriſtians ſo to behave for the future, where- 
by, though not ſo perfectly obſerved and performed as by 
Himſelf, they, becoming purified to CHriſt Fefus a pecu- 
liar People, zealous of good Works, and, through Re- 
pentance towards God, and this Faith in their Saviour, 
might be redeemed and ſaved; that this our Saviour, 
knowing the Sincerity of the Thief's Repentance, and 
that had he ever ſo long lived, he not only would have 
been baptized into, but walked by Him, though not fo 
perfectly, received him into Paradiſe. T7 
However, let us beware of relying too much on the 
foregoing Inſtance, principally recorded to prevent De- 
ſpair on one, and Preſumption on the other Side of the 
Queſtion, as well as to diſplay the Readineſs of God in 
forgiving and receiving every penitential, faithful, and 
obedient Chriſtian into Elis Heavenly Kingdom; notwith- 
ſtanding the Remarker ſeemeth rather to juggle that, 
with the other Paſſages, into bis Papers, as a Maſters 
ſtroke for ſoothing his ſeduced Zealots; and for ſhewing 
therewith his Legerdemain by reiterating eight Pages ver- 
batim; to render his Pamphlet ſaleable at the Price of Six- 
pence. 


Never- 


[ny © 5 
Nevertheleſs, Mr. Hecuſpocus muſt be conſigned to 

that worthy Divine, whoſe Sermon he preſumptuouſly at- 
tempteth to miſrepreſent ; and who is moſt capable of ex- 


poſing not only his ſophiſticated Logick, his quibbling : 


and evaſive manner of Writing, but miſquoting, miſre- 


preſenting, and miſapplying the Words of Chr it and his 


Apoſtles, the Holy Scriptures in general, the Writings of 


the Fathers, the Homilies, the Articles of the Church of 
England, and the Works of Biſhop Beveridge, Biſhop 


 Fewell, Dr. Full, and the judicious Hooker. 
. Moreover, that Reverend Clergyman can eaſily correct 


this Dealer in Quibbles, touching his ſeemingly wrong 
Ideas, and Miſuſe of the Terms Faith, Belief, Enthufiaſt, 


. Diſciples, Works, Conviftion, Juſtification, Rolling, Con- 


fiding, Acceptance, Sanctiſication, &c. and to that learned 
Gentleman's Correction is likewiſe moſt willingly ſub- 
mitted whatever is herein before contained. And TS 
Thereby, notwithſtanding no other Orthodox Divine 
hath hitherto condeſcended to. anſwer the Hopes of that 


Honeſt Perſon, named in the beforementioned Advertiſe- _ 


ment, for quenching the Flames of Methodifm, the En- 


gine and Buckets of that Right Worthy Vice- Principal 


may prove altogether effectual for ſuch a laudable At- 
chievement. | | 
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